
My favorite part of Thanksgiving is the day before 
Thanksgiving.These are the moments before we’ve donned 
our favorite fall-colored outfits and before the table is set with 
best china and the house is sparkling.
On Thanksgiving-Eve, we dress in jeans and t-shirts that are 
bound to get messy because it is after all a messy day 
(especially if you cook like  I do with flour dusting the kitchen 
like a powdering of snow on the winter ground).
Surely messy bakers make the best cookies!
We work hard, scrubbing and cleaning, but we also laugh 
hard  in the kitchen as we roll out the cookies and fill the pies.
There was the year we forgot to bake the pre-baked pie crust 
for our chocolate meringue pie and just put the filling right on 
in there.   Then, we scraped it all out, baked the pie crust like 
we were supposed to, and filled it back up again.
Then there’s the year we did the exact same thing all over 

again and laughed and laughed because did we learn anything at all the year before?    Not hardly.   We’re 
too busy baking and laughing to pay attention to small details like that.

And, inevitably we reach into the pantry for the next ingredient and find out we ran out a few weeks 
ago and didn’t know it,  so husbands make last-minute dashes to the Food Lion for us.

On the night before Thanksgiving, it’s all about the preparation and not the presentation.
We make mistakes and we fix them.  The mishaps become part of our Thanksgiving lore, just another 

funny story to add to years of stories.
We get covered in sugar and pie filling.  We experiment with a cookie icing, find we don’t like it,  and  

then try something else.
We’re comfortable with the process, comfortable with the “real” and   comfortable with the learning.  

We’re in this together as a team.
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Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever 

(1 Chron. 16:34 NIV).



Now, I love the day of Thanksgiving also.   I’m all about the family gathering and   board games and 
story-swapping and family pictures and belly laughs and traditions.   I love the beauty of it, the table set, the 
colorful leaves, the orange of the pumpkins.

I love the pausing and the giving thanks.
But I’ve been  thinking lately about how hard it is to love hard-to-love people.  I’ve been worn down by 

hurtfulness and pettiness in various places. It’s been the kind of soul-exhausting tension that makes me 
want to hibernate and hide away from all human contact for a few months.   I want to breathe a little easier 
before heading out into the big wide world of other people where I’m being too frequently trampled.

Maybe, though, maybe I need to remember that in life, we’re all on the “Eve” and not quite ready for 
“the day.”

Nobody is perfect yet and we’re all in this together.
This is what we have to  look forward to:
Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that 

when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is  (1 John 3:2 ESV).
In the meantime, though, before Jesus returns and we’re seeing Him face-to-face in heaven,   we’re 

making messes in the kitchen and making last-minute runs to the grocery store for the items we’ve 
forgotten.  It’s better to laugh at all this than despair over it.

We’re creating our own stories, our own testimonies of where we’ve come from and where God has 
brought us, and it’s messy, but it’s good.

Colossians 3:13 says,
Bearing with one another and,  if one has a complaint against another,  forgiving each other; as the 

Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.
We’re giving grace to others because we’ve been lavishly, extravagantly forgiven and we’ve been 

loved by God even though we don’t merit that love and haven’t earned His affection.
Of course, we can still take a little time away to catch our breath when others hurt us.   We can set 

some healthy boundaries and speak some honest words in a loving way.
But we can also overlook some offenses and offer a little safe space where people don’t have to be 

perfect because we’re still in progress.   This is just us reminding ourselves that we’re not home yet, but we 
are  on our way.

 



Dear Friends of The Grace Baptist Church of Germantown


As the holiday season approaches, I wanted to take a moment to share some 
words of inspiration and reflection with all of you. This time of year is not only a 
time of festive decorations and celebrations but also an opportunity to 
embrace the true spirit of the season.


In the midst of the holiday rush, it's important to remember the core 
values that anchor our church community. Love, compassion, and unity 
have and must always be at the heart of what we stand for. Let's 
continue to foster these qualities within our congregation and extend 

them to those in need around us.


The holiday season can be a difficult time for some, filled with loneliness or challenges. It's our 
duty to reach out to those who may be struggling and offer a helping hand, a listening ear, or a 
warm embrace. In doing so, we exemplify the teachings of Christ and the essence of this season of 
giving.


Let's also take time to appreciate the blessings in our own lives and express gratitude for them. 
Count your family, friends, and the loving community of Grace as some of the greatest gifts we 
have. Together, we are a source of strength and support for one another.


As we prepare for the celebration of the season, let us remember the message of hope and 
renewal that if brings. It is a reminder that even in the darkest of times, there is always a glimmer of 
light and the possibility of positive change.


I encourage all of you to join us in our holiday festivities and worship services, and to continue 
spreading the message of love and joy to our friends and neighbors. Let's make this holiday 
season a time of inspiration, kindness and community.


Wishing you all a blessed and joy-filled holiday season.


With warm regards.


Pastor J. Henry Buck, Jr.


Rev. Dr. J. Henry Buck, Jr.

Senior Pastor



This morning during my morning prayer call, Rev. Dr. Zina Jacque asked us to look 
again at the story of Mary and Martha from Luke 10.  She suggested that 
prepositions are important as we search the message of this passage.  Why 
was Mary’s choice better than Martha’s?  It boils down to the prepositions 
“for” and “from”.  Martha was busy preparing for Jesus… Mary, on the 

other hand, sat at His feet gathering all she could from Jesus.  Disciples of 
Jesus must remember that gathering from the Lord is necessary for us to successfully work for the Lord. 


Immediately after the prayer the spirit dropped the thought that we need to come to Him as “empty pitchers 
before a full fountain” when we talk to God about anything.  We often think of empty as being something bad, but 
when worldly cares and woes has drained us so that there is nothing left, being able to approach God with empty 
pitchers allows Him to fill us with new mercies to face our daily trials.


In the last Beacon I promised to look ahead at Grace and the upcoming holiday season and share more 
information about some things. I shared some things in the September Beacon, and would you believe people asked 
me about the same things and looked at me in confusion when I said “They are in the Beacon," which brings me to 
an aside question.  Does Grace even read  The Beacon? I know some people do, and I’m grateful to those of you 
who let me know that you appreciate the newsletter.  Thank you for your thank you’s.


Anyway November and December, the holiday season, is right round the corner. Once again we will be 
sharing Thanksgiving Baskets with our sick and shut in so that they know we continue thinking about  and praying 
for them. We will pack baskets on Saturday, November 18 beginning at 9:00 am. in the Social Hall.  We can use 
all the help we can get. Here is another 
opportunity to get involved in service 
to others and outreach. 


We will begin our Advent food 
collection on the first Sunday, 
December 3.  Below is list of the 
items we would like to have.  In the 
past ministries, well as individuals, 
have prepared boxes.  This year, we 
will share our collections with those 
families and individuals who will join us at the Christmas Eve 
Luncheon Theater (more on that shortly), and with our own food 
pantry.  If you can’t do an entire box, but want to contribute an item or 
two, we will have boxes labeled “Advent Calendar Food” in the 
Narthex and in the Education Building.


 We will have our “Deck the Halls” Party on Saturday, 
December 2, beginning at 10:00 am.   Our church is beautiful when 
it is in full holiday regalia.  We invite all of you creative people out 
there to come help decorate. Our sanctuary, the outside doors, balcony 

Each Day Add an item to a box.  on 
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and social hall will all need the creative touch this year. Yes, we do serve light refreshments, so bring your creative 
juices and join us!


Our Angel Tree will be set up in the Narthex by the first Sunday, December 3.  The Angel Tree supplies new 
clothing or toys to special children.  This year’s recipients will be the families who are invited to join us at our 
Christmas Eve celebration. Because some of the past Angel Tree requests were somewhat outrageous, we are limiting 
the requests to no more than $25 per gift and no more than 3 gifts per child. Tags with the requests and child’s 
information will be hanging on the tree.  Simply pick a tag from the tree, purchase and wrap the gift with the child’s 
name on it, and bring it to church.  The Deacon’s Auxiliary will be directing this activity this year.


Our Christmas Eve worship will be on Sunday, December 24, 2023, at 10:00 am. It is Drama Ministry’s 
turn to participate in Christmas Eve Worship. This year we invite you to celebrate Jesus by coming together for a 
meal and a Drama Presentation reaching out, not only to the members of our congregation, but also to some of the 
“least of these” as Jesus asks His followers to do.  This will take place immediately following morning service.  We 
anticipate the time to be 11:45-12:00 noon.


This project will need help from many in our congregation to be successful.  I have included the names of 
those who’ll chair each portion of the project.  After you decide where you want to get involved, please see the person 
listed in parentheses, so they will know how many people will help with that area.  


Committees needed include:

Culinary Arts	 	 	 	 	 Purchase and cook food (Mrs. Diane Bates, Chair)


Set Up/ Clean Up	 	 	 	 With directions from Culinary Arts, set tables 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 before hand and clean up after event


Social Hall Decorations	 	 	 Design, purchase supplies and prepare decorations for venue and 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 tables (15 tables) (Mrs. Brenda Norman, Chair)


Research	 	 	 	 	 Find and get the names and addresses of those invited from the 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 community and church (Mrs. Murine Chandler and Rev. Carmen 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Watson, Co-Chairs)


Hospitality	 	 	 	 	 Send out the invitations to community guests, and create 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 reservation list of Grace members


Transportation		 	 	 	 Getting community guests and Seniors needing transportation to 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 and from Grace via Grace van, establishing carpools, checking 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 with sending organizations about their ability to transport their 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 clients


Angel Tree Committee	 	 	  Set Up the Gift Tree, collect and distribute gifts( Deacons’ 		
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Auxiliary, Chair ) 


Food Baskets	 	 	 	 	 Prepare and wrap give away boxes from Advent collection and 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 other sources (Friday Food Packers Ministry)


Do YOU see somewhere you can be of service?  I hope so.




Because this event will include our friends and neighbors as well as our congregation, We are asking 
members of the congregation to make reservations between December 3 and 
December 15.  Someone will be in the Narthex to take your reservations.  This will help us purchase and prepare 
the correct amount of food and layout the Social Hall for the greatest use of space. We anticipate being finished by 
3:00 pm. so that we all may enjoy family time on Christmas Eve.


The Drama Ministry has already begun working on the play for the luncheon. It is called “Cookin’ Up 
Christmas”.   You, our audience, will be participating in judging the results of this “Cook-Off”.   By the way, The 
Drama Ministry is not “closed”.  If you are interested in becoming a part of this ministry, contact Sandi Johnson or 
Deacon Jace Jones, our current president. We will begin working on our spring presentation right after the holidays. 
Come join us!


While Kwanzaa begins on December 26, there is no  program pending for Kwanzaa at Grace this year, 
according to Ms. Henry, President of GBCOG, AAHM .


Our year will end on December 31 with Watch Night Service at    pm in the Sanctuary. Let us gather together 
to thank God for the blessings of 2023 and to pray for His continued love and guidance in 2024.


Well, there you have it!  Of course there are things happening all the time that involve us and our community.  
The Beacon includes fliers with special announcements in case you miss them on the other Grace channels of 
communication.  Be sure to check them out.


Peace, Sandi

 Health and Wellness Ministry’s “Did You Know” for November       American Diabetes Month

Did you know...

	 	 *The symptoms for diabetes vary from urinating often, feeling very thirsty and hungry although you are eating, 	
	 	 extreme fatigue and blurry vision


	 	 *There are several ways you can be tested for diabetes

	 	 A1C test which measures your average blood glucose for the past 2-3 months (there is no need to fast)

	 	 Normal level is less than 5.79  Pre-diabetes level is 5.7 to 6.4   Diabetes level is 6.5 or higher 


	 	 *Fasting Plasma Glucose (FPG) test checks fasting blood glucose levels which means the patient doesn't eat or 	
	 	 drink anything other than water for at least 8 hours prior to taking the test this test is usually done in the 	 	
	 	 morning for the best results  Normal level is less than 100 mg/dl  Pre-diabetes level is 100 mg/dl to 125 mg/d4l

	 	 Diabetes level is 126 mg/dl or higher


	 	 *Oral Glucose Tolerance Test (OGTT) is a 2 hour test given to check blood sugar before and after the patient 	
	 	 has been given a sweet drink this tells the doctor how the patient's body processes sugar

	 	 Normal level is less than 140 mg/dl Pre-diabetes level is 140 mg/dl to 199 mg/dl  Diabetes level is 200 mg/dl or 
	 	 higher

Now that you know if you have any of the symptoms listed above please make an appointment with your primary care doctor to 
be tested.


                     November is Alzheimer's Awareness Month

Did you know...

	 	 *That Alzheimer's is a progressive brain disorder not a normal part of aging 

	 	 *There are more than 6.2 million Americans living with Alzheimer's

	 	 *The number of Americans with Alzheimer's is projected to surpass 14 million  by  2026

	 	 *There are 10 steps for Healthy Aging

	 	 Eat well             	 	 Stop smoking and limit alcohol 

	 	 Stay active         	 	 Stay connected

	 	 Learn new things   	 Know your blood pressure

	 	 Get enough sleep   	 See your doctor

	 	 Mind your meds     	 Get a memory screening

Now that you know you can get more information  and support by reaching out to the Alzheimer's Foundation of America 
(AFA)  at 1-866-8484 or go to the website at alzfdn.org

Minister Carolyn M/ Blackson


https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Falzfdn.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C5cc9de6e3773451e74dd08dbdaecb7df%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638344482467893530%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IZvLMk5luTFy7rY%2BZQBreY%2BnG0Aui84BXfIq2Dp7c9E%3D&reserved=0





131st Anniversary Celebration

On Sunday, October 15, 2023, the Ministers' Ministry served as Hosts and Hostesses for 

our church's celebration of 131 years of worship and service in the surrounding community 
and city. The theme “Embracing Hope, Pressing Forward”- Philippians 3:12-16 was 
encouraged by the guest preacher Reverend Dr. James E. Victor, Jr., Senior Pastor of 
Mount Olive Baptist Church of Arlington, Virginia. New Grace members were once again 
welcomed and celebrated as part of the morning service. At the conclusion of the worship 
service the celebration continued in the James B. Murray Social Hall with a delicious 
luncheon and fellowship of church members' families and friends. 




Deacons/Trustees Leadership Summit


The Deacons were instrumental in organizing and leading the 1st Leadership Summit for 
Trustees and Deacons held at the United Lutheran Seminary on September 23, 2023.


The Summit was a successful event where everyone was able to participate in team 
activities to enhance their abilities to be more efficient church leaders. Both the Deacons and 
the Trustees were given valuable tips on current relevant leadership skills and how to smoothly 
work together as one body to improve the atmosphere and revitalization of the church and 
congregation using scripture their models. Each Trustee or Deacon had ample opportunities to 
make suggestions and/or give their opinion on the various summit topics. 


The Leadership Summit was blessed to have Pastor Buck and Reverend Carmen 
Watson in attendance as participants and to add their expertise when needed. A follow-up 
Summit is being planned before the year is over.




Dear Grace Baptist Church of Germantown;

        We need to talk!  The Black Church has always been what saved Black American families.  But today, we 
find Church membership failing throughout the country, which should be no surprise to anyone, especially since 
the pandemic hit and caused us to go into our homes and seek shelter.

        But, these Black Churches have given us a liberating Jesus, hope in our despair, dignity as human beings, 
fictive relatives, sustained our families, voting rights, educational opportunities, jobs, housing, and so much 
more.   Well, if we can, it's time to return from our homes, surfing virtual Churches from here to yonder.  We must 
be more committed to our beloved Grace, who has held us together and knitted us into the community for 131 
years.  

        No one lives under a rock and should see our membership and financial pledges plummet over the years.  
However, all is not lost.  We all can still pitch in to do our part.  Typically, worshippers only walk through the doors 
if they are invited and feel welcome once they arrive.  Infrequently, our neighbors or people passing by may 
notice our building from the street and drop in, but this is a rare occurrence.  Therefore, we must be more 
proactive and intentional about inviting others into our sacred space to make disciples for Christ and grow the 
body of GBCOG.

        In looking for ways to grow our capacity; by now, many of you should have heard about the event hosted 
here at GBCOG under " It's Time We Talk: First Friday."  This event is one of the initiatives I am working on to 
bring millennial Black professionals to GBCOG.  Although it is designed to reach out to the community, no one is 
excluded from the event.   Please help me help our Church survive these difficult times by sharing this event with 
others you know in the community.  Everyone “must” register to make preparations for the food being served. 

        I'm sure the wheels are turning for many of our members who know the strength of the Black Church and 
where we will land if it were to go away.  If you have ideas and suggestions for reaching the masses, please 
share your ideas with me.    

Yours in Faith,

Dr. Dianne Faust

Director of Social Concerns and Community Outreach



Black History Bytes by GBCOG, AAHM
How Black Community feel about Thanksgiving

About 62 percent of the African-American community say that they don’t think about the tragic history of 
Thanksgiving while celebrating. 

(Source:  )
By Zsana Hoskins, 
Howard University News Service
Thanksgiving has a tragic history, 
yet many Black people across the 
nation still choose to celebrate it in 
their own way. Some reframe it as 
a day to spend time with family, 
while others shop. 
In an informal poll for this article, 
45 percent of Black respondents, 
ages 13 to 60,  shared that they 
love celebrating Thanksgiving. 
“Our culture understands the 
falsehoods behind the holiday, but 
we enjoy connecting with family 

and use it as an opportunity to do 
so,” one respondent said.

About 62 percent say they do not think about the history of Thanksgiving while celebrating. 
“The true history of it is something I make sure my children are aware of, but we focus on the 

positive aspects of it as we gather with family,” an individual said.
“Sort of like Halloween and Christmas, each holiday has issues,” one person shared. “I choose to 

celebrate time with family and community instead of worrying about their origin.” 
“It makes me sad,” another respondent said. “So, I try to think about the family part of 

Thanksgiving.”
David Silverman, author of “This Land Is Their Land: The Wampanoag Indians, Plymouth Colony, 

and the Troubled History of Thanksgiving,”  told the Smithsonian  that “the myth is that friendly Indians, 
unidentified by tribe, welcome the Pilgrims to America, teach them how to live in this new place, sit down 
to dinner with them and then disappear.” 

According to the African American Registry, President Abraham Lincoln issued a proclamation 
establishing the Thanksgiving holiday in 1863. This was just months after he approved the Emancipation 
Proclamation. Thanksgiving used to be a time when slaves would frequently attempt to escape, because 
it was the end of the crop season. However, with the new rule, it changed into a time where newly 
liberated Blacks could gather. Then, Black Americans began celebrating Thanksgiving through the 
church. 

Silverman, a professor at George Washington University, said the Thanksgiving myth attempts to 
overshadow the nation’s attacks against Native Americans, who had been here 12,000 years before the 
Pilgrims, as well as oppression against people of African descent who were captured, brought here 
against their will and enslaved. 

“Depicting the Pilgrims as the epitome of colonial America,” Silverman said in his book, “also 
served to minimize the country’s long-standing history of racial oppression at a time when Jim Crow was 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.smithsonianmag.com%2Fhistory%2Fthanksgiving-myth-and-what-we-should-be-teaching-kids-180973655%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C9f61c53dd02f4261ef4808dbd98dfa0c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638342976039678680%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mZ5TGGjMFgh21Rekd28PHwo3kjPjYRecTbvdk%2FT6Ics%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fspreadsheets%2Fd%2F1gKVq0l7H1h0zYXl4rOBbcsyZwchgc3Ega9OfpCuGsZU%2Fedit&data=05%7C01%7C%7C9f61c53dd02f4261ef4808dbd98dfa0c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638342976039678680%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kvcBXJGuYOQzlNhFtaopv%2BLP%2BCmHrofecTx0OHbnUAE%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fspreadsheets%2Fd%2F1gKVq0l7H1h0zYXl4rOBbcsyZwchgc3Ega9OfpCuGsZU%2Fedit&data=05%7C01%7C%7C9f61c53dd02f4261ef4808dbd98dfa0c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638342976039678680%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kvcBXJGuYOQzlNhFtaopv%2BLP%2BCmHrofecTx0OHbnUAE%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flinks.sicirculation.mkt6348.com%2Fctt%3Fkn%3D2%26ms%3DNDExNjY0MDkS1%26r%3DOTY1OTg5NDkzMzYxS0%26b%3D0%26j%3DMTY0MTk1ODUzMwS2%26mt%3D1%26rt%3D3&data=05%7C01%7C%7C9f61c53dd02f4261ef4808dbd98dfa0c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638342976039678680%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GoF8w32oLb%2FyaoOoXBGzN%2BHg%2F3jNib8MAEecOXa5Nh0%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flinks.sicirculation.mkt6348.com%2Fctt%3Fkn%3D2%26ms%3DNDExNjY0MDkS1%26r%3DOTY1OTg5NDkzMzYxS0%26b%3D0%26j%3DMTY0MTk1ODUzMwS2%26mt%3D1%26rt%3D3&data=05%7C01%7C%7C9f61c53dd02f4261ef4808dbd98dfa0c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638342976039678680%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GoF8w32oLb%2FyaoOoXBGzN%2BHg%2F3jNib8MAEecOXa5Nh0%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Flinks.sicirculation.mkt6348.com%2Fctt%3Fkn%3D2%26ms%3DNDExNjY0MDkS1%26r%3DOTY1OTg5NDkzMzYxS0%26b%3D0%26j%3DMTY0MTk1ODUzMwS2%26mt%3D1%26rt%3D3&data=05%7C01%7C%7C9f61c53dd02f4261ef4808dbd98dfa0c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638342976039678680%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GoF8w32oLb%2FyaoOoXBGzN%2BHg%2F3jNib8MAEecOXa5Nh0%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.smithsonianmag.com%2Fhistory%2Fthanksgiving-myth-and-what-we-should-be-teaching-kids-180973655%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C9f61c53dd02f4261ef4808dbd98dfa0c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638342976039678680%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mZ5TGGjMFgh21Rekd28PHwo3kjPjYRecTbvdk%2FT6Ics%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Faaregistry.org%2Fstory%2Fthanksgiving-and-african-american-history-a-brief-article%2F&data=05%7C01%7C%7C9f61c53dd02f4261ef4808dbd98dfa0c%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638342976039834967%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Ynm3M3wi8ISscJ2%2FQURxNVBfUZH6FrRFOA7zmn4Xomo%3D&reserved=0


working to return Blacks in the South to as close a state of slavery as possible, and racial segregation was 
becoming the norm nearly everywhere else.”

While many Black Americans do not think about how Thanksgiving came to be, some individuals do 
not agree with the holiday’s origins. One person shared that they do not connect with the historical aspect 
of the holiday. 

“Thanksgiving, like Independence Day, is a holiday I must reframe every year to fit my worldview 
and value system as an African American. These days are not holy, but patriotic to ideals that are 
conflicting to me as a descendant of enslaved Africans. In short, they insult my humanity and are offensive 
as they reinforce the ideals of white supremacy year after year.”

Another person said: “It’s a made-up holiday to justify the exploitation of millions of indigenous 
peoples of this country. I’m not a fan.”

Black Americans spend their time in different ways on Thanksgiving, but most use the time to be 
with their loved ones. Ninety-five percent of the Black Americans surveyed said they spend time with family 
during the holiday, 22.5 percent said they shop and 10 percent said they spend the day grieving.

While the day has since evolved in many ways for the Black community, many still use it as a day to 
give thanks and be grateful for family and loved ones.

Submitted by:
Inez D. Henry, President, GBCOG, AAHM
Marlene  Patterson,  Vice-President, GBCOG, AAHM 



GBC Pre-Revival Week of Prayer @ 7:00 PM 

VIA ZOOM:


https://us06web.zoom.us/j/7599267727?pwd=dGFLSGtLY3pxRHF4WkEzUzQ1cVU1Zz09

                    Meeting ID: 759 926 7727                          Passcode: 869858

                    Mon., Nov. 13, 2023                                    Min. Karol A. Mason

                    Tues., Nov. 14, 2023                                    Min. Dr. Clifford Stanley

                      Wed., Nov. 15, 2023                                    Min. Jeanine F. Watson  

        Thurs., Nov. 16, 2023                                Rev. Dr. Dianne Faust &

                                                                                Rev. Kenneth Woodson

    Fri., Nov. 17, 2023                                      Min. Carolyn M. Blackson 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus06web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F7599267727%3Fpwd%3DdGFLSGtLY3pxRHF4WkEzUzQ1cVU1Zz09&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cbbc40240562e4a576b4508dbd96847e2%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638342814938181595%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FNTZrpSDnNh7wD22ym7E2QfUnKwjNxgmY2Znqx1%2FgTM%3D&reserved=0


 

Thank you Grace members and friends. The Uganda Mission drop off Saturday, October the 14th, was a 
wonderful success. Toiletries, shoes, pillow cases, sheets and materials were dropped off between the hours of 10 and 
1:00 and all week long. The goal is 250-300 dresses and as many personal toiletry kits as possible before the 
scheduled February trip to Kampala, Uganda. Feel free to donate if you missed the drop off.


God bless you and never forget as the writer of Proverbs says, whoever is generous to the poor lends to the 
Lord and He will repay him or her for their deed. (Proverbs 19:17)

Thank You for Caring and Sharing

From Deacon JG

To Our Beloved Community at Grace Baptist 
Church of Germantown

In this short 2-minute survey, I am looking for 
ways to start the 2nd phase of the Memory 
Cafe.  To better serve you at the Memory Cafe, 
I would like to know more about your opinion 
and the best way to set up the event. My goal 
is to serve you better by listening to your 
feedback about services and improvements 
you would like to see, which would give you 
more satisfaction on your visit to the Memory 
Cafe. I'm always looking for ways to improve, 
so I'd appreciate it if you could take this 
survey.  Thank you for taking time out of your 
busy schedule to complete this short survey.
In faith,
Dr. Dianne Faust 

Click here to participate in the survey.  https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/6GJ9VK6

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.surveymonkey.com%2Fr%2F6GJ9VK6&data=05%7C01%7C%7C84761af0ccc7471cb10a08dbdb405f91%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638344841744898931%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gb236Ua7tyr2qWM6crQIIAij9Sz%2B%2B%2BN6%2BIsuYIUr4XM%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.surveymonkey.com%2Fr%2F6GJ9VK6&data=05%7C01%7C%7C84761af0ccc7471cb10a08dbdb405f91%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638344841744898931%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gb236Ua7tyr2qWM6crQIIAij9Sz%2B%2B%2BN6%2BIsuYIUr4XM%3D&reserved=0










OUR KNOWN SICK AND SHUT-INS:    


	 Dr. K. Wesley Alford

	 Mrs. Dorothy Allen

	 Ms. Joyce Allen 

	 Deacon Robert Berkley 

	 Mrs. Luvonia Bivens

	 Mr. Leonard Carter

	 Mrs. Shirley Carter 

	 Trustee Em. Ruben Collins

	 Mrs. Claudia Cuyler

	 Mrs. Juanita Dade 

	 Mrs. Carol Daley

 	 Trustee Em. Sidney Estes 

	 Mrs. Liller B. Green

	 Mrs. Brenda Hinson

	 Mrs. Florence Jenkins

	 Mrs. Deborah Steward-Johnson

	 Mr. Darryl Jones

	 Mrs. Jacqueline Johnson 

	 Mrs. Elayne King

	 Trustee Em. Iris Lewis

	 Mrs. Patricia Lomax

	 Ms. Celesta McLean 

	 Mrs. Helene Morris

	 Mr. James Napoleon 

	 Mr. Joseph Norman

	 Mrs. Florence Palmer 

	 Ms. Ida Reeder

	 Mrs. Jennie Robinson

	 Mrs. Dorothy Wint-Ryan

	 Miss Aileen K. Scroggins

	 Deacon Eugene Thompson

	 	 Ms. Alice Whitaker

	 	 Ms. Saundra White

	 	 Mrs. Irma Williams	 

 	 Ms. Audrey Wright 


OUR NURSING HOME & REHABILITATION 
RESIDENTS: 


Mrs. Catherine Willie, Terrace at Chestnut Hill

Trustee Em. Kenneth Jackson, Sr.,  Complete 
Rehab at Harston Hall

Deacon Eddie L. Collins, Echelon Care and 
Rehab Center

Mrs. Pearl Montgomery, Genesis Healthcare 
Nursing & 

Rehab

Deacon Em. William Ballou, Jr., Germantown 
Home

Ms. Dolores J. Bouldin Terrace at Chestnut Hill

Miss Ms. Ellen Corbett, Phoebe Wyncote

Mr. George Beach, ProMedica Total Rehab+,

Mr. Christopher and Mrs. Ludell Roberts, 
Springfield Crossings Rehab and Health 
Care,

Mrs. Marian Davis, Wesley Enhanced Living at 
Stapeley 

Mrs. Barbara Hutchinson, Wesley Enhanced 
Living at Stapley

Ms. Keisha Way, Towne Manor East

PRAYER LIST:  

Ms. Linda Lawrence, sister, of Mrs. Barbara 
Autry

Ms. Shirley Walker, sister of Mrs. Barbara Autry

Mr. Kevin Barlow, son of Mrs. Cora P. Barlow

Ms. Annette M. Jackson and Mrs. Shirley Macon, 
sisters of Mrs. Cora Barlow and Mrs. Theresa 
Smith

Mrs. Barbara Barnes

Ms. Joanne Evans, friend of Mrs. Patricia Beach

Trustee Em. Darius Berry

Ms. Karen Beyers and Mr. Eugene Beyers

Mrs. Shyolanda Nichols-Brown of Denver, CO

Mrs. Norma Birckett

Ms. Juan Clairbourne of Las Vegas, NV, cousin 
of Rev. Dr. J. Henry Buck, Jr. 

Ms. Catavia Buck, sister of Rev. Dr. J. Henry 
Buck, Jr.




Aeesha Butts, mother and Teesha Butts, 
daughter

Mr. Adelbert Bush

Mr. William Carter

Mr. Robert Corbett, brother of Ms. Ellen Corbett 
& Ms. Elizabeth Corbett

Grace Corbett

Mrs. Helena Dennis, 125 E. McIver Road, 
Darlington, SC 29532, mother of Ms. Lisa 
Dennis

Mrs. Marlene Diggs

Mr. Willie Evans, father of  Ms. Tiffany Evans

Mrs. Carolyn Gardner

Mrs. Parthenia Gardner, sister and Mr. Tyrone 
Randolph, son of Mrs. Geraldine V. Gilmore

Mrs. Geraldine V. Randolph-Gilmore

Mrs. Carolyn McLean of Raeford, NC, sister 
of Ms. Vera Graham

Ms. Tamika McLean, niece of Ms. Vera 
Graham

Mrs. Ethel Johnson

Mr. Richard Kydd

Ms. Joanne Johnson

Mrs. Christina Pleasants-Johnson

Mr. Marcel Wilson, Mr. Samuel Wilson &  Mr. 
Steven A. Wilson, sons of Mrs. Christina 
Pleasants-Johnson

Mr. Christopher H. Vinson, son of Mrs. 
Geraldine Lamar

Ms. Yvonne Love, sister of Ms. Vinnette Love

Mrs. Florence Lucas, sister-in-law, Mr. 
Robert Lucas, brother and Mrs. Dorothy 
Ripley, sister of Trustee William & Adele 
Lucas

Mrs. Jacqueline (Garden) Marshall

Mr. Roger Lee Jenkins (NC), uncle, Ms. 
Yolanda Bailey, cousin and Mrs. Marilyn 

Robinson, cousin of Deacon Prince & 
Lorraine Massey

Rev. Victoria Monts and Master Joshua Monts

The Moody Family

Mrs. Zenola Hubbard-Moore

Mrs. Lillian V. McClanahan-Nunn

Mrs. Marlene Patterson

Mr. Joseph Norman

Mr. Carl Richardson, husband of Mrs. 
Barbara Richardson

Ms. Alice Vaughn (GA), niece and Mrs. Vira 
Dennis, friend of Rev. Arnold C. Storr

Ms. Suzette Edwards, friend of Rev. Arnold 
Storr

Mr. Vito Scutti

Mr. George Jackson, son of Mrs. Dorothy 
Stewart

Mr. Kevin Turner,of Durham, NC,  son of Mrs. 
Elayne Turner

Mrs. Matilda Simmons, sister of Ms. Alice 
Whitaker & Mr. Landon Whitby

Mrs. Roslyn Stanley (no calls/no visitors)

Mr. Don Jose & Mrs. Dolores Stovall

Mrs. Lisa Williams, wife of Mr. Anthony 
Williams

Mrs. Ellen L. Williams

Mrs. Mae F. Williams

Mrs. Dorothy Wilson, mother of Mr. J. R. 
Wilson II

The Family of Mrs. Mildred Elliott

The Family of Mrs. Nannie Paige

The Family of Trustee Emerita Barbara 
Williams

The Family of Mrs. Beulah Steward



November Calendar 

 A=Anniversary  	B=Birthday  M =Memorial	 * 


	 M 01	Marian V. Jones

	 M 04	Edna Bolden

	 B 05	 Nyla Singleton

	 B 04	 Nancy Mifflin

	 B 05	 Joshua Monts

	 M 06	Viola Stallings

	 B 07	 Patricia S. Beach

	 B 08	 Jasmine McQuillan

	 B 10	 Sheila Blackman

	 B 10	 ChrisMy Vertreace

	 M 12	Maude E. Baker

	 B 13	 Autumn Quinn Everett

	 M 14	LeRoy Wallace

	 B 15	 Robin M. Gillespie

	 B 16	 Deacon James T. Jones

	 M 17	Herman E. Wimbush

	 B 18	 Mailaka Barlow

	 B 19	 Rosalyn Stanley

	 B 20	 Keyan M. Parker

	 B 20	 Tracy Burrell Hickenbottom

	 B 21	 Theresa Smith

	 M 23	Marilyn B. Alston

	 B 23	 Karima S. Beach

	 B 23	 Eva Gambrell

	 B 23	 Deja E. Logan

	 B 24	 Marlene E. Diggs

	 B 24	 Susanne H. Kershaw

	 A 25	 Robert & Selena Gillespie

	 B 29	 Michael X. Samuels, Jr.

	 B 29	 Christopher K. Willie

	 B 30	 Lucinda Capers


