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Introduction and Historical Foundation 
 
There are numerous religious traditions and liturgical 
moments that exist within the African American church 
for which there is no clear record regarding when or 
how they started. Church anniversaries fall within that 
category. The liturgical moment of “Church 
Anniversary” is one of the high points of black church 
life. Yet, there is no settled record depicting when the 
first black church anniversary was held. In part, this 
could be due to the recognition that the black church 
in this country did not develop as a single unit. 
Church anniversary is a time when the black church 
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celebrates its past, while it thematically points to a vision of its future. Congregations utilize church 
anniversary celebrations to impart and reflect on their history, reconnect with their former members, 
especially those who have moved away to other cities and states, and to highlight the church's 
central purpose in the local community and the world. 
 
Any serious discussion or understanding of the importance of this liturgical moment (church 
anniversary) must start with, at minimum, a working definition of the word “church,” and an overview 
of Christianity's origins among black people. To that end, we must look to the Bible and to the 
Continent of Africa.  
Among black church laity, there sometimes exists confusion s to whether the word “church” refers to 
a body of believers or a physical structure. Thus, some church anniversaries, through their written 
histories, focus great attention on the date the congregation's first church building was constructed, 
or the place in which the first “meeting” of the congregation was held. Biblically speaking, this focus 
may be too narrow. 
Harper’s Bible Dictionary defines the word “church” thusly: “church, the English translation of a 
Greek word (ekklesia) meaning ‘assembly’ or ‘gathering.’”1 That same dictionary indicates that the 
word “church” “… does not normally appear in English translations of the OT (Old Testament).”
2 Further, it indicates that “… ‘church’ always denotes a group of people, either all the Christians in a 
city (Acts 14:23); 1Cor. 1:2; 2 Cor. 1.1) or those gathered for worship in a particular house (Rom. 
16:5; 1Cor. 16:19) or all Christians in all the churches, the whole Church (Matt. 16:18; Eph. 1:22). It 
never signifies a building or a ‘denomination.’”3 
These scriptures clearly tell us that Jesus Christ is the founder of the Christian Church and that it is 
composed not of brick and mortar, but of the believers who follow his commandments. 

Remember The African Connection 
The ancestors of African Americans were introduced to this fundamental 
Christian concept on the Continent of Africa, long before any Africans 
arrived in the Americas. While the exact date of Christianity’s arrival in 
Africa is subject to debate, it is commonly accepted by major historians 
that Christianity thoroughly existed in North Africa prior to the seventh 
century.4 Christianity arrived in West Africa much later, perhaps as late 
as the sixteenth century.5 West Africa supplied the Americas with most of 
their slaves.6 Some of these individuals and their offspring later became 
the initial body of believers of the black church in the United States of 
America. 
Since that time, the American black church has grown tremendously. All 
over America bodies of black Christian believers have come together, 

communities of black Christians have merged and hundreds of thousands of church houses and 
meeting places have been constructed to house those believers. As such, church histories have 
been forged and numerous church anniversaries have been held. All of these church bodies are 
now part of the Church established by Christ in Matthew 16:18, when he said: 
And I tell you, you are Peter, andon this rock I will build my church and the gates of Hades will not 
prevail against it.7 
This Biblical truth of Jesus’ statement is often celebrated during church anniversaries through 
singing of one of the black church's great hymns, “The Church's One Foundation”: 
The Church's one foundation 
is Jesus Christ her Lord, 
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She is His new creation 
By water and the word; 
From heave’n He came and sought her to be His holy bride; 
with His own Blood He bought her, And for her life He died.8 
 Memories of Anniversaries Past 
I was born and raised in central Mississippi. And, until I went away to college, I had the fortune to be 
nurtured in a small (250-300 member) black Baptist church (Holy Ghost Missionary Baptist Church). 
Most of my church days there were regular, but some were extraordinary. Our church anniversary 
Sunday was an extraordinary day. There was nothing regular about it. On church anniversary 
Sundays, we dressed better, we ate better, we sang better, we ushered better, and the preaching 
was much better than on our regular Sundays. Church anniversary Sunday was a special day. On 
that day, everybody was in good form.  
Usually, several other churches were invited to our anniversary program. Since the church 
anniversary was special, the invited sister churches were most often represented by soloists and 
choirs that were born to sing. They were the highlight of our church anniversary program. 
Those church anniversary services were also special because they were the only times in my home 
church experience that I and the other young people of the church were given concrete information 
about the history of our church. We learned when our church was organized and why it was 
organized. This information was usually written in the anniversary program. 
There was one other small black Baptist church in my home town (Pleasant Green Baptist Church). 
Some members of the latter church, in 1897, organized our church because so many members lived 
in the rural parts of the area and, due to a lack of transportation, could not get to the one existing 
black Baptist church. Thus, our church was organized and built closer to those rural members. That 
little church is now 112 years old. 
Church anniversary Sunday taught me that my little church and I had a real history. It taught me that 
God had been faithful to our congregation for a long time. It was through the lens of a church 
anniversary that I first came to understand my connection with the larger body of Christ. 
A Church Anniversary Litany 
The following litany may be used as a guide for developing more personalized litanies for church 
anniversaries for specific congregations: 
Dear Lord, thank you for drawing us, as a congregation, to you to become part of your Church. 
Thank you for our ancestors and those who listened to your voice and were obedient to your 
call to organize this congregation for your purposes. 
Help us to teach our young your ways and their history, so they will know who you are and who they 
can be. 
Inspire us with a vision for the future and use that vision to direct the path of this 
congregation. 
Help us to lean not on our own understanding but to lean on every promise of your Word. 
Grant us the authority to conquer all divisiveness, and fill us with a desire to love each other. 
Lord please protect us from all evil and from those spirits that seek to destroy the peace you have 
given us. 
May your spirit continue to infuse our church with courage, hope and grace. 
Teach us to know your voice and give us the courage to obey it. 
Lord, please continue to provide your church with a light for the world. Amen. 
(Taken from: http://www.theafricanamericanlectionary.org/PopupCulturalAid.asp?LRID=76)
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Greetings and Grace Be Unto You All ! 
It is indeed a privilege and a pleasure to have this 
moment to connect with you by letter. I say that 
because it cannot all happen on Sunday morning 
or during the weekly morning robo calls. 
Thankfully, this is a way I can greet each of you on 
a monthly basis.

There is a song that was famously rearranged by 

Rev. Richard Smallwood, and the title of it is “You 
are the source of my strength”. Since its remake, Rev. Smallwood has taken the universe by storm 
as many races and other cultures have taken this song and echoed it in their native tongues. I want 
to point out one of the words that I think is essential to where we are today. And that word is 
“SOURCE”. What’s your source? The definition of source is “something or someone from which 
something comes or is obtained”. Using this simple definition we, as Christians, have to really 
reach down into our sanctified soul and ask ourselves these questions: “Who is our source?”, 
“Where does our source come from?”, “How did we get this source?”, “What can this source do 
for me?”, “When is best time to consult this source?”, and finally, “Why should I rely on this 
source?” 


 Having asked these questions and honestly answered them, for perhaps the first time, we 
return to the one “source” that can and will stabilize, sanctify and suit our human and spiritual 
maturity, Jesus Christ.  


Happy Anniversary to the Grace Baptist Church of Germantown for its 130 years of serving, 
sharing, building, blessing, baptizing, loving, moving, suffering and also strengthening community 
and congregation. This congregation has many things to be thankful for, but it equally has a 
responsibility to Revive, Renew and Redeem its praises to God. In a day where churches are on the 
decline, Grace has a special opportunity to, affirm its commitment to God and people. It can’t 
happen and will not happen if all the redeemed hands are not on deck. So once again, Happy 
Anniversary, and many, many, many more to this body.


I also want to take this chance to say “Happy Birthday” to ALL who will be celebrating in the 
month of October and “congratulations” for those who are celebrating milestone and or 
anniversaries. May the blessing of God be richly upon you and all that God has entrusted to you. 


Please pray for the Grace congregation as we have suffered transitions from labor to reward 
by many of our members and friends. On behalf of myself, my wife and kids, the 
leadership of the Church and the entire congregation, we say to you “We LOVE 
YOU and we are here for you.  

In closing, summer is passed and fall is here. This is the season for us to “Fall in 
Love” with God and People again.  

 

 


Pastor B. 
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From Law to Love and Back 

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your mind. This is the first and greatest 
commandment. And the second is like it: Love your neighbor as 
yourself. All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two 
commandments” (Matt 40:37–40 NIV).

What does it mean to love?…especially as it relates to the 
Body of Christ…His church?  In the church, Love is not about an 
emotion…It is about acting a certain way towards others based 

on a covenantal relationship.  According to one author, “covenants create bonds of relationship 
between unrelated people that are treated the same as kinship bonds, or blood times.”  In other 
words, we can “claim kin” though our DNA says otherwise.   That’s the relationship Jesus stressed 
for His followers.  That was the point of His death and resurrection…to create a new covenant 
based on His love for us, and our love for Him and each other.   


Last Second Sunday as we gathered for Holy Communion, one of the first things that we did 
was to covenant together.  Do you remember the covenant?  Years ago, the entire church was 
urged to memorize it.


Church Covenant 
 HAVING been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God, to receive the Lord Jesus Christ 

as our Saviour, and on the profession of our faith, having been baptized in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, we do now, in the presence of God, angels, 
and this assembly, most solemnly and joyfully enter into Covenant with one another, as one 
body in Christ. 

WE engage, therefore, by the aid of the Holy Spirit, to walk together in Christian love; 
to strive for the advancement of this Church, in knowledge, holiness, and comfort; to 
promote its prosperity and spirituality; to sustain its worship, ordinances, discipine, and 
doctrine; to contribute cheerfuly and regularly to the support of the ministry, the expenses of 
the Church, the relief of the poor, and the spread of the gospel through all nations 

WE also engage to maintain family and secret devotions; to religiously educate our 
children; to seek the salvation of our kindred and acquaintances; to walk circumspectly in 
the world; to be just in our dealings, faithful in our engagements, and exemplary in our 
deportment; to avoid all tattling, backbiting, and excessive anger; to abstain from the illegal 
transaction and improper use of mental and physical altering substances, and to be zealous 
in our efforts to advance the kingdom of our Saviour. 

WE further engage to watch over one another in brotherly love; to remember each 
other in prayer; to aid each other in sickness and distress; to cultivate Christian sympathy in 
feeling and courtesy in speech; to be slow to take offense, but always ready for 
reconciliation, and mindful of the rules of our Saviour, to secure it without delay. 

WE moreover engage that, when we remove from this place, we will as soon as 
possible unite with some other Church where we can carry out the spirit of this Covenant 
and the principles of God’s Word.  Amen 
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So what is the point of bringing this subject up here?  Well, on “Back To Church Sunday” we 
had a view of how the Holy Spirit can bring us back together in love.  If we can live up to our 
promises in the Church Covenant, God will bring the healing we need!


In the last month, we have said “farewell” to several of our members.  Please pray for the all 
of families who dealing with the “loss” of loved ones, especially as we look toward the upcoming 
holidays. Pray for us, Grace, that we may continue to “watch over one another in Christian Love.”


We had a wonderful first half of our Fall Leadership Seminar. There were 37 of our leaders or 
want-to-be leaders in attendance. The second half has had to be rescheduled so that we could 
celebrate Homegoings, Church anniversary, Church gathering, etc. Since I have personally been 
battling Covid for about a week and a half, everything is “off schedule.”  We probably won’t be able 
to schedule the second half until sometime in November. We will announce the rescheduled date 
well in advance so that those who wish to attend will be able to.


I am ending my quarantine this week.  I thank God that I kept up to date on the Covid 
medicine including the latest booster. Yes, I did get the virus, but it was not nearly as bad as it 
could have been! This virus is really strange.  What you think is a “regular cold” or allergy can 
morph into something much larger, and you don’t even know it!  It is also flu season. According to 
medical predictions, this is going to be a high flu year.  Please take care of yourselves.  I spoke to 
one of our young people just last night who said she thought she had Covid or the flu, but it turned 
out to be neither of those…something they haven’t even given a name yet.  Get vacinated for all of 
the “cooties” that are lying in wait out there!


Church Anniversary is just around the corner.  Can you believe 130 years?  This one of those 
times I wish we could have a “Way-back Machine!”  Those of you who remember the cartoon 
“Rocky and Bullwinkle”, might remember that Mr. Peabody used to transport the characters to 
places in past history to give them insights into how things happened.  My, my, my! What a day of 
rejoicing those saints must have had as they celebrated the first anniversary of Grace Baptist 
Church of Germantown!  Yes, times were hard, but God kept them together.  Here we stand, on 
their shoulders! Churches are closing all around us, but God has kept us! We need to celebrate 
God’s goodness on October 16th like “We done lost our minds!”  See you in the Sanctuary at 
10:00a.m.


Stay well, Grace, and enjoy the beauty of Autumn.  Leave the hustle, bustle, grime and crime 
of the city, if only for a brief time. Go out and enjoy the changing leaves and all of the fall color.  
Take someone with you and praise God together for His matchless work!


Peace,

Sandi
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Every Wednesday 1:00 - 4:00 P. M. 
Grace Baptist Church of GTN. 
James B. murray social hall 

lite refreshments served 

Wanted!! 
new cotton (Not microfiber) pillowcases, trim or 

summer fabric 
For More information contact: 

Deacon Sandie Jordan-Gordan  215-438-0347
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Do you have any extra, clean plastic grocery bags from Acme, Shop-Rite, 

Fresh Grocer, etc.?  Please don’t throw them away!.  The G.C.C.C. can use 

them for the food distribution.  Please see Mrs. Leola Highsmith or Mrs. 

Wendy Murray…or put them in the G.C.C.C. of f ice in the Education Building.  

Our friends and neighbors who depend upon the food we distribute will  be 

ever so grateful, and the G.C.C.C. staf f  and volunteers will  be too! 
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2022

1892

130th  Church Anniversary - Homecoming   
New Members’ Fellowship

Theme:  

WALK IN THE LIGHT 

1 John 1: 5-10 

Sunday, 

October 16, 2022  

10:00 a.m. 

Grace Baptist Church of  Germantown 

25 W. Johnson St. 

Philadelphia, PA 19144 

(215) 438-3215 

Trustee Deborah Croston and  

Trustee Lunita Williams, Co-Chairs 

Rev. Dr. J. Henry Buck, Jr., 

 Senior Pastor 

Guest Speaker 

Rev. Dr. James E. Victor, Jr. 

Senior Pastor of   

Mt. Olive Baptist Church  

of  Arlington, VA 
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On October 23,2022  

 Grace will be

It’s Their “Annual Day”! 
See you at 10:15 to say “Thank You For Your Service!”
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OUR KNOWN SICK AND SHUT-INS:     

 Dr. K. Wesley Alford 
 Mrs. Dorothy Allen 
 Ms. Joyce Allen  
 Deacon Robert Berkley  
 Mrs. Luvonia Bivens 
 Ms. Dolores J. Bouldin 
 Mrs. Mary Bush 
 Mr. Leonard Carter 
 Mrs. Shirley Carter  
 Trustee Em. Ruben & Mrs. Evelyn Collins 
 Mrs. Claudia Cuyler 
 Mrs. Juanita Dade  
 Mrs. Carol Daley 
  Trustee Em. Sidney Estes  
 Mrs. Liller B. Green 
 Mrs. Brenda Hinson 
 Mrs. Clara Huggins 
 Mrs. Barbara Hutchinson 
 Mrs. Florence Jenkins 
 Mrs. Jacqueline Johnson  
 Mrs. Patricia Lomax  
 Mrs. Jacqueline (Garden) Marshall 
 Ms. Celesta McLean  
 Mrs. B. Helene Morris  
 Mr. James Napoleon  
 Mr. Joseph Norman 
 Mrs. Florence Palmer  
 Ms. Simone Perry 
             Ms. Ida Reeder 
 Mrs. Dorothy Wint-Ryan 
 Miss Aileen K. Scroggins 
 Mrs. Beulah Steward 
 Mrs. Virginia Thomas 
 Mrs. Hazel Turner 
  Ms. Alice Whitaker 
  Ms. Saundra White 
  Mrs. Catherine Willie  
  Ms. Audrey Wright 

OUR NURSING HOME & REHABILITATION 
RESIDENTS:  
Trustee Em. Kenneth Jackson, Sr.  Complete Rehab at 
Harston Hall 
Mrs. Pearl Montgomery, Genesis Healthcare Nursing &  
Rehab 
Mrs. Ruth Garrison, Embassy of Ivy Hill, 
Ms. Ellen Corbett, Phoebe Wyncote 
Mr. George Beach, ProMedica Total Rehab+, 
Mr. Christopher and Mrs.Ludell Roberts, Springfield 
Crossings Rehab and Health Care, 

Deacon Em. William Ballou, Jr., The Terrace at 
Chestnut Hill, 
Mr. Albert Jackson, The Terrace at Chestnut Hill 
Ms. Keisha Way, Towne Manor East, 

PRAYER LIST:   
Ms. Linda Lawrence, sister, of Mrs. Barbara Autry 
Mr. Kevin Barlow, son of Mrs. Cora P. Barlow 
Ms. Annette M. Jackson and Mrs. Shirley Macon, sisters of 
Mrs. Cora Barlow and Mrs. Theresa Smith 
Ms. Joanne Evans, friend of Mrs. Patricia Beach 
Ms. Karen Beyers and Mr. Eugene Beyers 
Ms. Norma Birckett 
Mrs. Shyolanda Nichols-Brown of Denver, CO 
Ms. Juan Clairbourne of Las Vegas, NV, cousin of  
Rev. Dr. J. Henry Buck, Jr.  
Aeesha Butts, mother and Teesha Butts, daughter 
Ms. Janey Martin, mother of Mrs. Betty J. Coleman 
Mr. Robert Corbett, brother of Mr. Fred Corbett &  
Ms. Ellen Corbett 
Ms. Elizabeth Corbett 
Mrs. Helena Dennis, 125 E. McIver Road, Darlington, SC 
29532, mother of Ms. Lisa Dennis 
Mrs. Mildred Elliott 
Mr. Willie Evans, father, Ms. Tiffany Evans 
Mrs. Parthenia Gardner, sister and Mr. Tyrone Randolph, 
son of Mrs. Geraldine V. Gilmore 
Mrs. Geraldine V. Gilmore 
Mrs. Caroline McClain of Raeford, NC, sister of Ms. Vera 
Graham 
Mr. Dana McLaurin, nephew of Ms. Barbara Johnson 
Mrs. Christina Pleasants-Johnson 
Mr. Christopher H. Vinson, son of Mrs. Geraldine Lamar 
Ms. Yvonne Love, sister of Ms. Vinnette Love 
Mrs. Florence Lucas, sister-in-law, Mr. Robert Lucas, 
brother and Mrs. Dorothy Ripley, sister of Trustee William 
& Adele Lucas 
Mr. Roger Lee Jenkins (NC), uncle and Ms. Yolanda Bailey, 
cousin of Deacon Prince & Lorraine Massey 
Rev. Victoria Monts and Master Joshua Monts 
Mrs. Michelle McDowell 
The Moody Family 
Mrs. Marlene Patterson 
Ms. Alice Vaughn (GA), niece and Mrs. Vira Dennis, friend 
of Rev. Arnold C. Storr 
Mr. Vito Scutti 
Mrs. Matilda Simmons, sister of Ms. Alice Whitaker &  
Mr. Landon Whitby 
Mrs. Lisa Williams, wife of Mr. Anthony Williams 
Mrs. Ellen L. Williams 
Mrs. Mae F. Williams

Sick & Shut-in List – 10/04/22
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October Celebrations
*Birthday **Anniversary       ***Memorial 

B 02 Thomas F. Jones
M 02 Mattie Turner
B 04 Elena A. Bates Singleton
B 04 Britney E. Norman
B 05 Kay F. Brooks
B 06 Scott Beach
M 06 Agnes B. Jones
B 06 Eric K. Willie
A 06 Linda & Chad Everett
B 06 Mondi Garrison
M 07 Edward M. Baker
B 08 Dolores J. Bouldin
B 09 Inez Henry
M 09 Daisy F. Reddick
B 09 Prince Massey
B11 Alfred O. Diggs
B 11 Sandi Johnson
B 12 Albert Jackson
M 14 Linda Fisher Davis
M 15 Davidene White
M 15 Dr. Mary H. Wright
B 16 Rhonda D. Hibbler
B 16 Artis D. Freeman, Jr.
B 16 Rev. Arnold Storr
M 17 William Butler, Sr.
B 19 Laura Caliman
B 19 Derrick Alexander Kershaw
B 21 Mary Best
B 22 Kelly Vertreace
M 23 Floyd W. Alston
M 27 Mrs. Geraldine Saunders Jones
B 28 Carla N. Gardner 


