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The Grace Beacon
“Now Thank We All Our God…Who Wondrous Things Has Done”

Best wishes for a
Happy Thanksgiving, Grace!
Pastor and Mrs. J. Henry Buck, Jr.
Champ and Jaida

JUST PRAY!
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November - Native American Heritage Month
Black Indians in the United States
Black Indians are Native American people — defined as Native American due to being affiliated with
Native American communities and being culturally Native American – who also have significant African
American heritage.[3] Many Indigenous peoples of the Eastern Woodlands, such as the Narragansett, Pequot,
Wampanoag and Shinnecock, as well as people from the nations historically from the Southeast, such as
Seminole, Creek and Cherokee, have a significant degree of African and often European ancestry as well. This
blurb is from the Wikipedia article of the same title. The complete article is very interesting and well worth
reading. Among the many individuals mentioned are Captain Paul Cuffe and France Winddance Twine.
Their biographies are included below.
The article was contributed by Inez Henry, Chair of the African American Heritage Ministry. Her information
was gathered from wikipedia.org.
Paul Cuffe, also known as Paul Cuffee (January 17, 1759 –
September 7, 1817) was an American businessman, whaler and
abolitionist. Born free into a multiracial family on Cuttyhunk
Island, Massachusetts, Cuffe became a successful merchant and
sea captain. His mother, Ruth Moses, was a Wampanoag from
Harwich, Cape Cod and his father an Ashanti captured as a child
in West Africa and sold into slavery in Newport about 1720. In
the mid-1740s, his father was manumitted by his Quaker owner,
John Slocum. His parents married in 1747 in Dartmouth.[
After Cuffe's father died when the youth was thirteen, he and his
older brother, John, inherited the family farm (their mother had
life rights). They resided there with their mother and three
younger sisters. The following year Cuffe signed on to the first
of three whaling voyages to the West Indies. During the
Revolutionary War, Cuffe delivered goods to Nantucket by
slipping through a British blockade on a small sailboat. After the
war, he built a lucrative shipping business along the Atlantic
Coast and in other parts of the world. He also built his own ships in a boatyard on the Westport River. In
Westport, Massachusetts, he founded the first racially integrated school in the United States.
A devout Quaker, Cuffe joined the Westport Friends Meeting in 1808. He often spoke at the Sunday
services at the Westport Meeting House and also at other Quaker meetings in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.[3]
In 1813, he donated half the money for a new meeting house in Westport, and oversaw the construction.
The building still survives. Few Americans of color were admitted to the Friends Meeting at that time.
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became involved in the British effort to found a colony in Sierra Leone, to which the British had

transported more than 1,000 former slaves originally from America. Some had been enslaved by American
Patriots and had sought refuge and freedom behind British lines during the war. After the British were
defeated, they took those former slaves first to Nova Scotia and London. Prodded by Black Loyalists such as
Thomas Peters, who had agitated for a return to Africa, the British in 1792 offered the Nova Scotia blacks a
chance to set up a colony of their own in Sierra Leone, where they resettled.
At the urging of leading British abolitionists, in 1810 Cuffe sailed to Sierra Leone to learn about conditions
for the settlers and whether he could help them. He concluded that efforts should be made to increase the
local production of exportable commodities and develop their own shipping capabilities rather than
continuing to export freed slaves. Cuffe sailed to England to meet with members of The African Institution,
who were also leading abolitionists. He offered his recommendations to improve the lives of all the people in
Sierra Leone. His recommendations were well received in London and he subsequently made two more trips
to Sierra Leone to try to implement them.[citation needed]
On his last trip in 1815–16, he transported nine families of free blacks from Massachusetts to Sierra Leone to
assist and work with the former slaves and other local residents to develop their economy. Some historians
relate Cuffe's work to the "Back to Africa"
movement being promoted by the newly organized
American Colonization Society (ACS). A group
made up of both Northerners and Southerners, it
was focused on resettling free blacks from the
United States to Africa - eventually resulting in
development of Liberia. The leaders of the ACS
had sought Paul Cuffe's advice and support for their
effort. After some hesitation, and given the strong
objections by free blacks in Philadelphia and New
York City to the ACS proposal, Cuffe chose not to
support the ACS. He believed his efforts in
providing training, machinery and ships to the
people of Africa would enable them to improve
their lives and rise in the world.[4]
France Winddance Twine (born 1960) is a Black
and Native American sociologist, ethnographer,
visual artist. and documentary filmmaker. Twine's
research has made significant contributions to
interdisciplinary research on gender studies, racism/
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anti-racism, science and technology studies, ethnographic, and occupational studies. She has conducted field
research in Brazil, the UK, and the United States on race, racism, and anti-racism. She has published more than 90
articles, review essays, and books on these topic and, in 2020, was awarded the Distinguished Career Award by the
Race, Class, and Gender section of the American Sociological Association for her intellectual, innovative and
creative contributions to sociology. Twine is the first Black North American woman scholar to publish a book on
race and racism in rural Brazil after the end of military dictatorship during the "abertura" (return to democratic rule).
Her most recent book, Geek Girls: Inequality and Opportunity in Silicon Valley will be published in May, 2022.

Dr. Twine is a Professor of Sociology and Vice Chair at the University of California at Santa Barbara where she has
held tenure since 1998.regularly teaches courses on race, gender and class inequality, sociology of the body,
sociology of work, girlhood, assisted reproductive technologies, and qualitative research. A native of Chicago, she is
the granddaughter of Paul Twine, Sr., a Civil Rights activist and founding member of the Catholic Interracial
Council of Chicago, a Civil Rights organization that brought Irish, Italian, German, Polish and Black Catholics
together to fight for racial justice.[1]
Twine is a graduate of Northwestern University (1981), earned her M.A. and Ph.D. at the University of California,
Berkeley. She was a research fellow in the class of 2008–2009 at the Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral
Sciences at Stanford University. In 2007, she was a Distinguished Visiting Professor in the Sociology Department at
the London School of Economics.[2] She has taught and held tenured professorships at Duke University and the
University of Washington in Seattle. Twine is an enrolled member of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation of Oklahoma.[3]
She is the former deputy editor of American Sociological Review, the flagship journal of the American Sociological
Association. Twine currently[when?] serves as a member of the International editorial boards of Sociology, the official
journal of the British Sociological Association, and the journals Social Problems and Identities: Global Studies in
Culture and Power.[4][5] She has also served on the editorial board of Ethnic and Racial Studies, the highest impact
peer-reviewed journal devoted to the study of racial and ethnic inequalities in the discipline of Sociology.
Twine's research examines the intersections of racial, gender and class inequalities. Her recent publications include
Outsourcing the Womb: Race, Class and Gestational Surrogacy in a Global Market (2015), Geographies of
Privilege (2013) and Girls With Guns: Firearms, Feminism and Militarism (2012). She is the editor for the
Routledge series, Framing 21st Century Social Issues.[6]
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Do you have the age-old custom at the Thanksgiving
dinner table of asking everyone to say what they are
thankful for? This year’s list of “thankful for’s” must
be really special! After almost two years of sheltering
From the
in place because of Covid 19, we are finally able to
see some light at the end of the tunnel. Although we
Pen of The
still live with some precautionary restrictions, we have
Editor
reopened our worship space( That’s right… GRACE IS
OPEN!) Thank You, Lord!
There are probably a thousand other things that each
of us can thank Him for in our lives. He has kept most
of us with a “reasonable portion of health and strength.” He has allowed most of us to be in our
“right” minds and given us the insight to recognize that He is God and He is in control! Thank You,
Lord.
As we enter this holiday season, we know that all is not happy and bright. We have problems
that we must overcome if we are to be the Beacon on the Hill that God has called us to be. We must
be unified if we are to minister to a world that needs Jesus. We look around us here in Philadelphia
and we see that the adversary has gained a tremendous foothold. We see it in the senseless crime
that continues to grow, in the increase in poverty, homelessness, depression, and alienation among
people, both young and old. We even see it in our churches; but, we are OVERCOMERS. The Word
of God says so and I believe it. We can overcome the wiles of the adversary and we can begin right
here at home! If we pray according to His will, in faith, with patience, in obedience and in
submission, God will hear our prayers! Solomon’s practical wisdom is pertinent as we strive to be
the church God has called us to be. Could Solomon’s reference to a “City” also be a “Church?”
Proverbs 11:8-14 says:
“The righteous person is rescued from trouble,
and it falls on the wicked instead.
With their mouths the godless destroy their neighbors,
but through knowledge the righteous escape.
When the righteous prosper, the city rejoices;
when the wicked perish, there are shouts of joy.
Through the blessing of the upright a city is exalted,
but by the mouth of the wicked it is destroyed.
Whoever derides their neighbor has no sense,
but the one who has understanding holds their tongue.
A gossip betrays a confidence,
but a trustworthy person keeps a secret.
For lack of guidance a nation falls,
but victory is won through many advisers.” (NIV)
The Lord has called home some of His saints from Grace, but He has not left us comfortless. We
know where they are and we know that we will see them again. In the meantime, He calls us to
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remember their good works, and to use their examples to serve Him. Let us wrap our arms around
their loved ones and pray for their peace during this season.
This is a special season when we raise our gratitude to God for all that He gives us.( though we
should do it each and every day.) Let us be grateful to Him for the opportunities He gives us to
worship Him in our living, giving and loving His people.
There are several opportunities open to us for worship and for sharing His blessings this season.
Please take time to look at the fliers which are here in the Beacon.
Meanwhile, please enjoy your family time and table on Thanksgiving. Remember, turkeys are
supposedly in short supply this year so shop early!
Happy Thanksgiving and Peace!
Sandi

Grace For The Holidays
November

Wednesday, November 17th - GCCC will be distributing turkeys, turkey breast or chickens on a
first come, first served basis from 12:00 to 3:00 p.m.. Please call the center at 215-848-2700 for
further information.
Wednesday, November 24th - Combined Churches Pre-Thanksgiving Day Worship Service
Thursday, November 25th - The Women’s Retreat Ministry is preparing cooked meals for 25
people who are unable to cook for themselves and who have no one to fix dinner for them. Please
call Trustee Karla Chester-Kerr at 215-680-0815 to register for one of these meals. They need
delivery persons. Please call Karla to volunteer.
Sunday, November 28th - Pick up empty boxes for the Reverse Advent Calendar Food Drive.
Please see the flier “ Christmas Projects” for further information.

December

December 1st through 24th - Donate to the Reverse Advent Calendar Food Drive. If you know of
any truly needy family, please submit their name to the Church office at (215) 438-3215 by
December 17th. We are planning for 25 boxes. If we have more than 25 families in need, we will
try to prepare boxes for the additional families.
During the month of December, our Children’s Church Ministry will prepare a box for the Reverse
Advent Calendar Food Drive. In addition, they will select several needy families to bless with gift
cards for the Holiday.
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December 4th-11th - Our Mission Ministry will show their love for nursing home residents and
residents of shelters for both men and women. They will visit with them and conduct service in
those facilities which allow visits. They also will be collecting toiletries, socks, undershirts and
t-shirts which will be wrapped and passed out. There will be collection boxes in both the
Narthex and in the Education Building.
December 4th - Hanging the Greens. If you are interested in lending your hands and heart to
beautifying our Sanctuary for the Christmas holiday, this is the time to step up and sign up.
Please call Sandi Johnson to sign up. See the flier in this edition for further information.
Sunday, December 12th - Communion Sunday. After Morning Worship Service,we will unveil
a 3-D model of the proposed Grace Family Life Center (former GCCC).
Saturday, December 18th - 3:00 to 5:00 pm. The Scholarship Ministry of GBCG invites all
vaccinated 12 to 22 year-olds to Game Day. This is an opportunity for older students to join
younger students to share wholesome fun and fellowship. Do you have questions or
information about high school or college? Bring them with you and ask advice from those who
have “been there, done that!”
Sunday, December 19th at 5:00 p.m.- We are touching bases with over 80 churches from
various denominations in our immediate community and inviting them to join with us to
celebrate the season with a Community of Faith Outdoor Candlelight Carol Sing. You do not
need to be a choir member, nor do you have to sing yourself. You are welcome to just come,
see, hear and enjoy the beauty of many voices joining in familiar carols in praise of our
Savior’s birth. Bring a chair and dress warmly. We will have hot drinks available to help keep
us warm. What a wonderful opportunity to get to meet and fellowship with fellow believers.
The raindate for this event is the first day of Winter, December 21st.
Friday, December 24th from 12:00 to 3:00 p.m. families will pick up our Reverse Advent
Calendar Boxes. We may need some delivery drivers for those families who have no
transportation. A message will go forth by One Call Now if that is the case, so volunteers,
please stand by!
Then at 7:00 pm, during our Christmas Eve Worship service, The Drama Ministry of GBCG
will present The Living Nativity, by Karen Jones, a very funny play that speaks to our
representation of Jesus as Christians. You won’t want to miss this.
Saturday, December 25th is time to celebrate the Gift of God to all believers. Enjoy your time
with family and friends and spread the love of God. Merry Christmas Everyone!
Sunday, December 26th - Will we see you at morning worship? Remember…Grace is open.
Saturday, December 31st at 7:00 p.m. Won’t you join us as we thank God for His goodness to
us in 2021 and praise Him for His promise to be with us no matter what in 2022?
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Christmas Projects for December 2021
“And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’”
Matthew 25:40 ESV

As we look forward to our celebration of the birth of our Savior, what better time than now to give
as God has given to us?! He sent His Son to die, that we might live. What an unmatchable gift!
We have two Christmas Projects this year:
1.
The “Christmas Project”- During the month of November, you are invited to contribute
whatever you wish to this project which will actually fund the events of our “Grace For the
Holidays” activities…beginning with our
gifts to the sick and shut-ins during
Thanksgiving. If you are an “online giver”
you will find a space in the giving menu
entitled “Christmas Project”.
If you are
mailing in your gift or dropping it in the
Each Day Add an item to a box. on Christmas Eve, we will outside mailbox or attending in person,
donate those Boxes to needy Families in our community! please be sure to
to label your gift
“Christmas Project.”
2.

We need 25 ministries, individuals or
families to join
us in our
R e v e r s e
A d v e n t
Calendar Food
Drive during
the month of
December.
If you or
your ministry
would like to
be one of the
t we n t y - f i ve,
please call the
church to register. If you know of a family
who is
truly in need, please call the
church, and give Mrs. Taylor, Ms. Mintz or
Sandi Johnson their information. (Name,
address, telephone number and whatever
is pertinent). We will have empty boxes
available at church beginning November
28th.
Let us honor God by renewing our
committment to love one another…
Whether we know them or not.
“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, "I was a
stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in
prison and you came to visit me. ..”Matthew 25: 31-40
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Don’t you feel joy at Christmastime when you see a beautifully decorated
Sanctuary? When I walk into a Sanctuary that has been adorned with fresh
evergreens, holly, poinsettias and who knows what else, I smile because it’s a
welcoming sight for me. I think how much more Jesus must welcome the efforts
to create a space that shows how special this time is to us. Well, Grace, here is
an opportunity to join our Flower Guild in converting our Sanctuary into that
special welcoming space this year.
On Saturday, December 4, 2021 at 10:00 a.m., we will have a “Hanging of
the Greens” Party. We will talk about the significance of the seasonal decor
and then decorate our Sanctuary. We will end with a little light lunch.
You know the saying “Many hands make light work? Well, we need as
many willing hands as we can get so we can get this done in a timely fashion
without stressing anyone out!
Diane Satterwaithe, the Flower Guild President, will take the lead and we
will all be helpfully supportive! There is beauty in Christians working together to
accomplish something that glorifies God, so come be a part of this day. We are
looking forward to it. Please wear a mask so that everyone will be safe!
All are welcome, but please call Sandi Johnson at (215) 849-7155 to let
her know you are coming so that we have enough lunch for everyone.
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Calling all vaccinated 12 - 22 year olds
On Saturday, December 18th The Scholarship Ministry of GBCG invites all
vaccinated 12 to 22 year-olds to Game Day.
This is an opportunity for older students to
join younger students to share wholesome
fun and fellowship. Do you have questions
or information about high school or college?
Bring them with you and ask advice from
those who have “been there, done that!”
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O, Come, Let Us Adore Him…
Christ The Lord!
Come Join Us In
A Community of Faith Outdoor Candlelight
Carol Sing!

Sunday , December 19, 2021
All are Welcome!
Bring your chair and
5:00 PM

You don’t have to be a
choir member…you just
need to want to sing
praises for the God’s Gift
of His Son… or want to
enjoy the beauty of many
voices praising God!

dress warmly! We
will provide the
candles !

Grace Baptist Church of Germantown
25 W. Johnson Street
Philadelphia, PA 19144
Dr. J. Henry Buck, Jr., Senior Pastor
The Rain Date for this event is the first
day of Winter, December 21st.
If it
snows, let’s carol in the snow! Won’t
that be an awesome sight?!
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The Drama Ministry of Grace Baptist Church of
Germantown invites you to join us at 7:00 p.m.
on December 24, 2021 for the
Annual Christmas Eve Worship Service.

It is a riot! You are sure to have a chuckle
or maybe even a sidesplitting guffaw, but the
message is there in a new way.
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Edna Bolden
Nancy Mif in
Nyla Singleton
Viola Stallings
Patricia Beach
Jasmine McQuillan
Sheila Blackman
Christopher Devila
Peggy Vertreace
Maude E. Baker
Autumn Everett
LeRoy Wallace
Robin Gillespie
Deacon James Jones
Deacon Herman Wimbush
Mailaka Barlow
Rosalyn Stanley
Keyan Parker
Tracy Hickenbottom
Theresa Smith
Donald Jones
Theresa and Richard Smith
Karima Beach
Eva Gambrell
Deja Logan
Marlene Diggs
Rev. Dr. Susanne Kershaw
Robert and Selena Gillespie
Michael Samuels, Jr.
Christopher Willie
Lucinda Capers
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