GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH OF GERMANTOWN

JUNE 4, 2021

The Grace Beacon

Happy Fathers’ Day to all Grace Dads!

Celebrates the Grads and Dads 2021

Greeting and Blessings,
Great is the Lord and Greatly to be praised is our God. To all of our “Fathers”, we celebrate you all in this
month as you are encouraged to be the “Fathers” God has developed you to be. As you can see, we have done
something different this year for the month of June and that is we have tapped our male preachers to share a
word as we celebrate this month for Fathers. I know that many of our Dads, Granddads, Uncles and Nephews
are doing the best they can with what they have, and we just want to take this time to say “Happy Father’s
Day” to all of our Brothers in and out of the struggle.
Did you hear the wonderful news, Juneteenth is becoming a National Holiday? We are definitely living in
some exciting times. It has been reported that a bill was passed and being sent for signature for the recognition
of Juneteenth to become a national holiday in America. The day in which many of our brothers and sisters got
the word, very late, that they are FREE. It made me think of the many persons who are living a shackled life, a
life that is bound by the chains of fear and anxiety. In the words of Paul to the people of the way at Galatia,
“Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ has made us free, and be not entangle again with the yoke
of bondage”. I want to encourage us all not to be “entangled with any yoke of bondage”.
We take this time to wish Mr. Aaron Gooding, Jr. and Ms. Monica Jacobs a congratulations on their
nuptials on June 18, 2021. What a beautiful and magical ceremony of these two angels sharing their love of
Christ and one another with the body of Christ. We congratulate them both on their journey to becoming one.
Grace, it was a pleasure to see all during our parking lot service and we look to seeing many more. Be
careful this summer and by the way, to all the GRADUATES for 2021, KEEP ON STRIVING TOWARDS
THE TOP.
God Bless,
Rev. Dr. J. Henry Buck, Jr.
Senior Pastor
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GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH OF GERMANTOWN

JUNE 4, 2021

Join us as we celebrate the Class of 2021 in
Grace Baptist Church of Germantown’s

Outdoor Graduate Recognition
Event!

Sunday, June 27, 2021
12:00 Noon
Parking Lot of Grace Baptist Church of Germantown
25 West Johnson St.
Philadelphia, PA 19144
Rain Date: July 11, 2021
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Did you fill out and submit the Return To Church Survey?
GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH OF GERMANTOWN
25 W. JOHNSON STREET PHILADELPHIA, PA 19144
TEL. NO. 215-438-3215/FAX NO. 215-438-3210
www.gracebaptistgtn.org
REV. DR. J. HENRY BUCK, JR.,
SENIOR PASTOR
Dear Grace Family,
With the recent changes by the CDC, the State of Pennsylvania and
the City of Philadelphia recommending the relaxation of current
COVID-19 restrictions, the Church is now considering steps which
will allow a resumption of in-house worship services and activities.
We understand that there will be different levels of comfort and risk
associated with an opening. We are presenting this survey to give you
an opportunity to express your thoughts and concerns. As a member
of our congregation, we appreciate your input with this survey.
Although we may not be able to meet everyone’s desires for in-person worship, we are listening to everyone.
We continue to pray for final decisions that respect the uniqueness of each of our situations while balancing
our personal needs with our desire to be stewards of the common good and the practice of loving one another.
Your responses to this survey are confidential and will not be shared with your name attached.
If you are returning the survey by email, please forward to Mrs. Michele Taylor, Church Secretary/Office
Manager at mtaylorgbc@aol.com with the subject line as ‘GBC In-person Worship Survey’. If you are
returning the survey by the U.S. Postal Service, please send to:
GBC In-person Worship Survey
c/o Mrs. Michele Taylor, Church Secretary/Office Manager Grace Baptist Church of Germantown
25 W. Johnson Street
Philadelphia, PA 19144
Please complete and return the survey no later than July 1, 2021. Thank you and may God continue to bless
you.
Respectfully yours;
Tyrone L. Beach, Sr.
Deacon Tyrone L. Beach, Sr. Chairman, Protocol Committee
tlb/mlt
Cc: Rev. Dr. J. Henry Buck, Jr., Senior Pastor
June 15, 2021
WILLIAM L. ROBERTS, CHAIRPERSON, DEACON BOARD JOHN S. WILLIAMS, CHAIRPERSON,
TRUSTEE BOARD JACQUELINE GOODBAR- BEAMON, CHURCH TREASURER
LEOLA B. C. HIGHSMITH, CHURCH CLERK
DARLENE D. MINTZ, CHURCH OPERATIONS MANAGER MICHELE L. TAYLOR, CHURCH SECRETARY
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Returning to in-person worship and other activities:
Worship Services:
When we resume to in-person worship service at the church, it will be very different. To ensure your safety,
here is what you can expect, at least for a while. We will:
•
require everyone to wear a mask while indoors.
•

set up one-way foot tra c entering and exi ng the building and sanctuary.

•

prop doors open so people do not have to touch handles, when possible.

•

provide hand sani zer sta ons.

•

keep air moving with fans, windows and doors open when possible.

•

eliminate use of handouts of any kind (e.g., worship guide, hymnals, Bibles, fans, etc.).
limit the number of people in the sanctuary, following public health guidelines (pre- registra on
will be if the sea ng is limited).

•

ask COVID-19 exposure ques ons, if prescribed by the CDC.

•

allow members of your household to sit together, but only use every other pew and will
seat non-related people on the same pew at least six feet apart.

•

nd an alternate way to distribute communion material.

•

not pass o ering plates - encourage online giving, mailing your gi s, or dropping them in the drop
box.

•

•

discourage shaking of hands and hugging.

•

not have choir or sing hymns (though there may be soloists or small groups).
discourage congrega ng in the Narthex and not have fellowship me before or a er worship
services (or hold it outdoors, weather permi ng).

•

•

no sales or informa on distribu on in the Narthex.

•

encourage you to limit the number of persons in restrooms.

•

provide limited childcare and/or Sunday School classes.

•

clean and disinfect the sanctuary and restroom a er every service.

Survey Questions: Returning to in-person worship
1. As our local government eases restric ons on public gatherings, how do you think you will feel about
returning to a worship service at church, with the above precau ons in place? Select one:
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_____ I'm ready now.
_____ I will return at first opportunity, but I’m nervous about it.
_____ I will wait a few weeks before I return.
_____ I have no idea how long it will be before I return.

2.
3.

Which is your worship service preference?
_____ In-person _____Virtual

4.

When our church begins gathering in-person again, which ONE of the following would you most
prefer?
_____ Resume in-person worship services at our church.
_____ Meet in small groups in homes for a few more weeks before resuming to in person worship
services.
_____ Continue with online worship only.
_____ Alternate between attending in-person and online, at least for a while. _____ Not sure

5.

Weather permi ng, would you be comfortable a ending outdoor worship services?
_____ Yes _____ No _____ Not sure

Other Activities:
6. Would you be willing to a end your organiza on or smaller group mee ng?
_____ Yes, but only online.
_____ Yes, if it meets in a large space or outdoors. _____ Not right away.
_____ Not applicable.
7.

Do you have children, age 18 or younger, who typically a end church with you?
_____ Yes _____ No

8. If you bring your children when you a end worship services again, would you allow them to a end
their class where it typically meets?
_____ Yes, if care is made to reduce the spread of the COVID-19 virus. _____ Not right away.
_____ My children do not typically attend a class.
_____ Not applicable. No children come with me.
9. Would you be willing to sani ze your hands and having your temperature taken upon entering the
church?
_____ Yes _____ No
10. If pre-registra on is needed to limit a endees, would you be willing to answer a few ques ons
regarding COVID-19 exposure (i.e. Symptoms? Travel? Exposure?)
_____ Yes _____ No
11. What precau ons do you expect the church to take in children’s classes when they resume? Select all
that apply:
_____ Reduce the number of people in each room or move to a larger room. _____ Seat children
where they cannot touch each other.
_____ Prohibit snacks that would cause children to put their hands to their mouths. _____ Require
teachers to wear masks.
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_____ Encourage children to wear masks.
_____ Require teachers to wear gloves.
_____ Ask children to use hand sanitizer before entering.
12. Other concerns you may have not covered by the survey:
________________________________________________________________________
13.
________________________________________________________________________
14.
________________________________________________________________________
15.
________________________________________________________________________
Help us understand a little about who you are:
1. How long have you been a ending?
_____ I am new to Grace. _____ Less than 2 years. _____ 2-4 years.
_____ 5-9 years. _____10+ years.
2. What category best describes you?
_____Youth (under 18).
_____College (Under-graduate student). _____Single Adult.
_____Married.
_____Married with children under 18. _____Widow/Widower.
3.

I have been fully vaccinated
_____Yes _____No

4.

If you have not been fully vaccinated, would you be willing to be vaccinated if we o ered the
opportunity to do so?
_____Yes
_____No
_____Prefer not to answer _____Not eligible
If no, please explain why ________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________

5.

If the CDC and State/City give the clearance that it is safe to return to worship in person, what other
en es would you need to see reopen in order for you to feel safe to return to in-person worship?
Check all that apply.
_____When local businesses are open again.
_____When schools are fully open.
_____When in-person restaurant dining is fully operational.
Other ________________________________________________________________

6.

How o en do you watch the weekly worship services?
_____ Always.
_____ Sometimes.
_____ Never, why not? __________________________________________________
_____ Church website. _____ Facebook. _____ YouTube.
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7. How do you view the weekly worship services?

8. What improvements would make you a regular viewer, listener or a endee of our worship services?
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
10. What is the best way for the church to communicate with you?
_____ Telephone
_____ Mail (U.S. Postal Service)
_____ Cell phone (call or text)
_____ E-mail (electronic mail) – Please provide (print) your email address:
_______________________________________________________________
Thank you for sharing your thoughts. You are an important part of our church. We care about your health,
safety AND your opinions.
_________________________ ____________________________ _________ Print Name Signature Date
_______ I certify that I am a member of the Grace Baptist Church of Germantown.
_______ I am no longer a member of the Grace Baptist Church of Germantown. I have moved my
membership to ______________________________________________________________.
Others in my household who are members of the Grace Baptist Church of Germantown are:
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
_____
9. Please share your thoughts about our outreach to the congrega on during the pandemic and about how it
can be improved moving forward?
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SAVE
THE
DATES:
August 8, 2021
The 5th Pastoral Anniversary of
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. J. Henry Buck, Jr.
OCTOBER 17, 2021
10:15 A.M.

We missed a tribute to Ms. Daisy last month!

Our Tribute to our Mom - Ms Daisy Reddick
Our mom, Ms Daisy, to friends, was a gentle, kind
and loving soul. They say you're never closer to
God then when your in the garden and that was
her love. We miss you Mom, and will love you
always.
Loving you Always,
Johnny, Gloria & Diane
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Summer Celebrations
June

M 02
B 02
B 04
B 07
B 12
M 12
B 13
B 15
B 16
A 19
B 20
B 21
B 21
B 22
B 23
B 23
B 26
A 26
M 28
A 28
A 28
M 29
B 30

Fredra Gaines
Richard C. Smith
Chrystal Nicole Griffin
Kelia Vertreace
Troy W. Blake
Clyde Williams
Alvis N. Fields
Melanie R. Stafford
Saundra Pace
James & Alvis Fields
Gloria Reddick Williams
Marcel Dublin
Sidney A. Estes
Sharice Cummings Wallace
Michelle P. Stafford
Barbara A. Williams
Carolyn D. Gardner
Rosalyn & Clifford Stanley
Jason C. White
LeRoy & Julia Wallace
William & Adele Lucas
William McQuillan, Jr.
Jacqueline E. Greene

July
B 01
B 01
B 03
B 03
M 04
M 05
B 05
B 09
B 09
M 09
M 09
B 11
B 15
B 17
B 19
A 20
A 21
B 22
B 22
B 24
B 25
B 25
B 26
B 28
B 29
B 30
B 31
A 31

Denise Lusakweno
Nathaniel E. Jackson
Jennifer Buck
Francena D. Howard
Rev. Dr. Jeremiah A. Wright, Sr.
James H. White, Sr.
Ellen Corbett
Jordon L. Griffin
Leola B. C. Highsmith
Bryan Vertreace
Timothy Wilson
James H. Buck, III
E. Alan Bates
Tasha Jones Samuels
Elizabeth M. Jackson
Mr. & Mrs. Nathaniel E. Jackson
Willie & Lucinda Capers
Tracie N. Gardner
Angela Lanae Simms
Elbert L. Griffin
Michelle McDowell
Barbara Roberson-Baggett
Darlene Mintz
Eric Thomas
Peter J. Custis
Warren Russell
Jaida J. Buck
Rudolph & Brenda Norman

A = Anniversary

B = Birthday
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M = Memorial

