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February is The Month of Love or Is It?

… Of course more has been written about love than any other subject ever, More than war or peace,
more than politics or history, more than culture or even religion. The words to 90 percent of all pop songs are
about love in one form or another, the endless screeds of poetry about love, there are plays and films and
books which try to explain what it is, what it does to you and finally – how hard it is to define!
But it is to religion that I turn to for the best definition that I know. It is not just about romantic love,
but real, all-encompassing love and in reading and understanding these words of Saint Paul in his letter to the
Corinthians 2000 years ago that we can begin to understand the mystery and majesty of this thing called love.
Here is the quote:
“Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonour
others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in
evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.
Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be
stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away.”
You don’t need to be Christian to understand and appreciate these words and how they apply to
everything we do at home, at work and yes, in our personal lives. Some of them are especially important for
couples: love is not self seeking, i.e. look out for your partner’s interests as well as your own; love is not easily
angered, i.e. breathe deeply (and think twice) before answering; love keeps no record of wrongs, i.e. forgive
and forget – and never bring it up again. This is the NUMBER ONE cause of break ups: the wounds that fester
because we can’t leave them alone.
So as you set about to woo your loved one on St.V’s Day, remember it’s not what you say or do now to
make her/him fall for you, it’s what you will say and do and feel for the next 30 years if you are successful! But
if you are really in love – it’s true, believe it – True Love Never Fails.
An Opinion from Alistair G. Spiers (2/4/2020)
https://www.nowbali.co.id/
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“Stony The Road We Trod”
Greetings to all as we enter this reflective season of recognizing
the past, present and future works of those, within our heritage
and culture, who made pathways through difficult soils. We
enter the month of February celebrating the history and
accomplishments of our ancestors, but equally we learn from their journeys about how to journey on
in this present time. We are surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses that have been on the front
lines of making “right” right and also those who are continuing the legacy of justice.
If memory serves me correctly we have, in our very presence, some of those trailblazers who
have cultivated and created passages for those of us who are traveling now. Those passages have
been created to build a more perfect union of people. Despite the suffering, the criticism, the
discrimination, the racial bigotry and other forms of malicious behaviors against people of color, we
have still traveled the stony roads towards redemption. But, I do not want to us to be silent as a
people and become blinded by the rich legacy of our past, discouraged by our present and hopeless
as we continue carving out new passages in our future.
Looking towards our congregation, a question was asked “Where are we going and what’s
next?” With reasonable understanding and spiritual guidance, where we are going is towards a better
future and what’s next, it is to recognize our NOW. With the greatest level of humility that can be
demonstrated at this time, there comes a time when we have to confess that a rigid and conservative
thinking and also a sectarianism has been plaguing OUR congregation for far too long. There is a
passage of scripture where Paul shares how to get to our “next” by dealing with our “now”. He says
that comes through RECONCILIATION. 2 Corinthians 5:11-21 gives us the NOW and the NEXT about
moving forward in what we as a congregation have been entrusted. Verse 19 of that chapter says
“God was reconciling the world to Himself in Christ, not counting people’s sin against them. And he
has given us the “MINISTRY OF RECONCILIATION”. What we need to be doing now is reconciling,
which is nothing more than restoring right relationships between God and one another. How do we do
that, we simply do it by admitting our failure and recovering from those failures to being restored by
faith.
What’s next? Make sure we are all in some form of attendance for communion service on the
second Sunday of February. That way we lay silently our concerns, our issues and our failures at the
altar and we build by joining together in a communal statement to commit and recommit our lives,
wills, intentions and desires to God and one another. Stony the road we trod, bitter the chastening
rod, but we will be triumphant in our quest to live again. We will not let the prejudice of differences be
our outcome.
As a follow-up to the December 11 meeting, I will be meeting with those who will be leaders for
our group work. We are still waiting for more information from Pastor D. Mitchell Ford, the moderator
from the December meeting. However, our next step in this process is to have a follow-up meeting
on February 19th from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. to show how the concerns expressed at the meeting have
been condensed and how they will be worked on.
God Bless and the Holy Spirit be with US ALL.
Pax Vobiscum,
Rev. Dr. J. Henry Buck, Jr.
Senior Pastor
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A Black History Moment…Grace’s Young Scholar Athletes

Rayana Massey, granddaughter of Deacon Prince Massey

Rayana Massey is in her freshmen year at George Washington Carver, Engineering & Science High
School on the campus of Temple University. Rayana is blessed to be a high school track star in her freshmen
year along with four other freshmen members of

Mallery Challengers & Philly Factor Youth Track Clubs.

Rayana has been running with these young ladies since the age of seven, I call them the Fab Five. Rayana
has been all over the country running track meets competing in the Junior Olympics in states like Virginia,
North Carolina, Florida, Michigan, and Idaho and in other meets in other states. Over the years she has won
several Gold, Silver, Bronze and Copper Medals, and an abundance of other medals, plaques and trophies.
Rayana's main events are the 800m run, 400m & 200m dash, along with triple jumping.
Rayana started her athletic career at the age of five, dancing for Simons Recreation Center Dance
Team. By the age of six, she began playing soccer in Bensalem's Youth Soccer League where she was living
at the time. At the age of seven, because she was able to out run her competitors up and down the soccer
field, her dad decided to have her run track for Mallery Challengers Track Club which eventually became Philly
Factor Track Club. By the age of ten, while excelling in track and soccer, her dad enrolled her in a co-ed youth
basket ball league at Lawncrest Recreation Center closer to the area to which she had moved. While playing
soccer, running track and playing basketball throughout the year for a couple of years, her Pop Pop suggested
that she not wear herself out, so she settled for running track with her girlfriends.
Now Rayana and her girlfriends are high school freshmen excelling in academics and athletics at a
High School named after an African American Scientist who we honor and recognized during Black History
Month, a High School mixed with all nationalities. We thank God for blessing Rayana with her gifts/talents and
we pray that Rayana would use her gifts/talents to the glory of God.
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Kristopher Irvin Chester, son of Trustee Karla Chester-Kerr
On March 31, 2007 at 9:20 am, an 8lb. 11 oz healthy and strong boy introduced himself to the world .
This little bundle of joy is named Kristopher Irvin Chester, born to Karla R. Chester and Reuben J. Jones. His
middle name is a dedication to his grandfather as Kristopher is the only male and grandchild to his maternal
grandparents, Patsy and Irvin Chester.
Kristopher began his life being raised by a
single mother with a very large and loving
village. Although his biological father is not in
his home, his father has always been an
active participant in his life. Spending time
with both of his families has helped shape
Kristopher’s life.
Kristopher is discovering that he has been
blessed with many talents and interests.
Watching Kristopher explore his talents is
very exciting. Musical, intelligent, athletic,
loving, a foodie, and a natural leader are just
a few words that come to mind when
describing Kris.
At an early age, Kristopher’s musical ear was
noticed by his mother, but she knew that
traditional piano lessons were not going to
keep his attention. He was enrolled in drum
lessons with world-renowned drummer,
Anwar Marshall. Kris and Anwar worked
together for two years. Later in elementary
school at Springside Chestnut Hill Academy,
Kris surprised his family when he decided he
wanted to play the cello especially since he
did not know his mother played the cello
when she was younger as well. While at SCH
Academy he also participated in the
mandatory Boy Choir at school. Kristopher
was also a member of the Celestial Choir at
Grace Baptist Church of Germantown. A
former child model with Kathy Donahue’s
Talent in Cherry Hill, New Jersey, he has
been featured in print and TV work from
2009-2011. On occasion, he also makes guest appearances with the Drama Ministry at Grace Baptist Church
of Germantown. When Kris was not playing sports or having music lessons, as a young child he enjoyed
playing with puzzles while eating his snacks and watching his favorite television show, “The Backyardigans”.
A lover of food and culture, Kristopher enjoys eating and cooking various cuisines and meeting people
of diverse backgrounds. He is particularly interested in China. Kris has studied Mandarin since Kindergarten
and is currently enrolled in a 3rd year Mandarin class as a high school freshman. He would like to visit China in
the future.
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A born leader, Kristopher advocated for more challenging work for him and his peers as a Kindergarten
student while at Springside Chestnut Hill Academy writing notes to his teacher until his concern was
addressed. He also enjoyed directing play in the playground. Later, he was enrolled in CubScout Pack 358
where he was Tiger Cub, Bear, and a Wolf before his sports schedule began to present time conflicts. Kris
returned to scouting as a member of Boy Scout Troop 358, where his current rank is 2nd Class. Kris would like
to one day become an Eagle Scout.
Always active and on the go, Kristopher began playing soccer at age 3 with Soccer Shots at his
preschool, All Hallows Episcopal Nursery School. He excelled in soccer and eventually joined the Chestnut Hill
Youth Sports organization as a member of the White Lightening team.
Kris enjoyed scoring and frequently scored “hat tricks” ( a term used to describe scoring 3 goals in a
single game) in his intramural games. His skillset and passion was noticed by his coaches and they
recommended that he tryout for travel soccer. Kris tried out and made the travel team during his upper
elementary school years. He enjoyed attending the various soccer tournaments and especially loved attending
the Hempfield Fall Classic in Lancaster, PA.
Looking for ways to improve his speed on the field, Kristopher’s mother enrolled him in track and field.
Kristopher joined the Morris Estate Track Team in 2018 running the 400m dash, 800m dash, high jump and
long jump. Later that summer he qualified for the Junior Olympics at Drake University in DesMoines, Iowa for
the High Jump, Long Jump and 400m dash. Since then, Kris has qualified and participated in the Junior
Olympics in 2019 at North Carolina A&T, and the Junior Olympics in 2021 in Houston, Texas in the 4x400 relay,
4x800 relay, and the high jump. Kristopher’s 4x800m relay team won 4th place overall in their age division
winning a medal at the 2019 Junior Olympics. His 4x800m relay team won a gold medal at the 2019 Indoor
AAU Nationals.
Currently, Kristopher is a high school freshman at LaSalle College High School. He has also discovered
a new love-investing and has joined the Investment Club at school. Although Kristopher aspires to go to
college, he is unsure about his possible major or future profession. One thing that Kristopher does know is that
through Christ, he can do all things.

Here it is already February, Grace! February…the “Love
Month” and “Black History Month.”
“Beloved, Let us love one another: for love is of God and
everyone that loveth is born of God and knoweth God.” 1
John 4:7
We generally think of 1 Corinthians 13:4 when someone
asks the definition of love, but in one of my recent morning
meditations, a verse from 1 John 4 was the basis for a “love”
meditation. The apostle addresses many things, but the
emphasis of three-fourths of the chapter is Love. It begins in verse 7 with the exhortation to love one
another and ends in in verse 21 with “ And this commandment we have from Him: whoever loves God
must also love his brother.” Our Primary concern then, as Children of God, should be RELATIONSHIP
with GOD and with our brothers and sisters. One commentator referred to a psalm of David as he treated
the topic of love. In Psalm 16, David “delighted” in the people of God even though he was in troubling
times caused by some of the people of God. But, despite their failings, scandals and other short comings,
David delighted in them. David Guzik says “This is an obvious failing for many followers of Jesus Christ
today. They are so negative about the people of God that they find themselves unable to see any
excellence in God’s people, unable to delight in them.” James Boice follows up with “ This is a practical
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matter, for it is a way by which we can measure our relationship to the Lord. Do you love other Christians?
Do you find it good and rewarding to be with them? Do you seek their company? This is a simple test.
Those who love the Lord will love the company of those who also love Him.”
Now I will confess that I had some questions about loving “the brethren” because we all know that
sometimes that is DIFFICULT, to say the least. The Holy Spirit led me to God’s answer to my questions in
Romans 12:9 -13. “ 9Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good. 10Be kindly
affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another; 11not lagging
diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; 12rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly
in prayer; 13distributing to the needs of the saints, given to hospitality.”
As I thought about this season in the life of our church, the verse that stood out to me was verse
12, especially “patient in tribulation.” In his commentary on this chapter, Guzik reminds us that “Difficult
times do not excuse us when we abandon hope or patience or continuing steadfastly in prayer. Trials do
not excuse a lack of love in the body of Christ or a lack of willingness to do His work.” Leon Morris adds
“Patient denotes not a passive putting up with things, but an active steadfast endurance.”
What does all of this mean? To me it says that our love for one another has to be real, not
pretense; that even in our disagreements, we must respect one another and exercise good manners; that
even when we disagree, we don’t just “take our marbles and go home”; that we need to remember that
none of us are perfect, but God loves each of us, in spite of our imperfections, and He expects us to really
love others in the same way. This reflects our love for Him even as He shows His love for us through the
new mercies and blessings He sends our way every day.
God has given us this land, we call Grace, to till and bring to His harvest and He is expecting us to
do just that even in trying times. Yes, this may be a difficult time, but there is work to do…God’s work.
Covid and other things may be affecting us, but “Is anything too hard for God?” Genesis 18:14 If we are
willing to be used by God, He will do awesome things with - and by - His Grace. Rev. Tamesha Mills
reminds us that “An awesome wonder requires believers with wondrous faith.” Are we there yet, Grace?
Lent is almost upon us. Ash Wednesday is March 2, 2022. It is a season of fasting and prayer for
a specific purpose. We have much to fast and pray about. For starters, how about a closer walk with God,
as a church? Can we ever be close enough to Him or His people in our lives “under the sun”? How about
entering a church-wide fast for a season? Maybe not the entire 40 days-perhaps Pastor can define the
parameters of the fast and we can see how many members of Grace will covenant to join in.
Now, some of us are diabetic or have other illnesses, so I know that we have to be careful about
our diets, but fasting doesn’t have to be limited to just food. How about giving up social media and using
the time you use to spend on social media as prayer time? or limiting the time you spend watching
television and using it as prayer time. There are many ways to fast. Later in this issue, beginning on page
9, I share some thoughts on fasting from the church-wide fast at Alfred Street Baptist Church this year.
Just a reminder, if you or someone you know needs to be included on the Sick and Shut-In list that
I hope to include in the Beacon each month during this pandemic, please call the church and give the
name to Mrs. Taylor, our secretary or Mrs. Highsmith, our Church Clerk. It isn’t automatically done
because, for personal reasons, some people don’t want to be listed. The office number is 215-438-3215.
Thank you so much to those of you who read the Beacon and share your appreciation. It does take
a little work!
Happy February, Grace. Let us love one another!
Peace,
Sandi
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Thinking about Stewardship
Four Lessons from Geese
Next time you see geese heading south for the winter flying along in V formation, you might
be interested in knowing what science has discovered about why they fly that way. It has been
learned that as each bird flaps flaps its wings, it creates an uplift for the bird immediately following.
By flying in a V formation, the whole flock adds at least 71% greater flying range than if each bird
flew on its own. ( Christians who share a common direction and a sense of community can get
where they are going quicker and easier because they are traveling on the thrust and uplift of one
another.)
Whenever a goose falls out of formation, it suddenly feels the drag and resistance of trying
to go it alone and quickly gets back into formation, to take advantage of the lifting power of the bird
immediately in front. (If we have as much sense as a goose, we will stay in formation with those
who are headed the same way we are going.) When the lead goose gets tired, he rotates back in
the wing and another goose flies point. (It pays to take turns doing hard jobs with people at church
or with geese flying south.) The geese honk from behind to encourage those up front to keep up
their speed. (What do we say when we honk from behind?)
Finally, when goose gets sick, or is wounded by gun shot and falls out, two geese fall out of
formation and follow him down to help and protect him. They stay with him until he is able to fly, or
until he is dead; and then they launch out on their own or with another formation to catch up with
their original group.
The geese who helped each other shared. Sharing is both serving and giving. It’s a part of
our “stewardship.” We believe that it is the privilege of the Christian to dedicate what he has, what
he is, to God.
We commonly speak of time, talent and possessions: how we use these is a choice we
make which indicates the depth of our faith.
You can share your time by serving in the activities of your church.
You can share your talent - your abilities - by answering the call for workers.
“You can share your possessions as disciples of all nations.” You can acknowledge the
priority of God’s work by giving it first place in the apportionment of your income.
Copyright 1988 Parish Publications, Inc.

Thank you, Mrs. Bates, for submitting this!
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Old Sam Elder says:
As I was saying to Pastor Goodly, money is our easiest giving.
Notice how nicely a dollar bill ts in a collection plate. Better yet,
by writing a check we can stack a lot of dollars in that same space
in the plate; But one thing we cannot do; we cannot

t a 200

pound man into that plate; not even 10% of that man. Which is
just my ridiculous way of showing that giving of ourselves is our
most di cult giving. Giving of ourselves means giving the best of
our love, our devotion, our talents, our time, and our mind.
I told the Pastor that giving money is only 10% of our Stewardship
duties. The other 90% includes everything it takes to make a great Christian. That’s 90%. Everybody knows
they should give money, even those who never give.
Just for an example, folks are startled, when I point out that attendance at worship, and other church
activities is a Steward’s duty. By that attendance, we are proclaiming to our town, the existence and wonder
of our God and the church of Jesus Christ. We become a witness by example to all the people who observe
our faithfulness. We attend, not to demonstrate our saintliness, but to demonstrate the Glory of God to
others.
I’m not talking about simply being there. You should look up that word “attendance” in a good
dictionary. Of course, “being present” is the basic meaning, but note the further meanings, such as: “to be
present for a purpose” or “to serve” or “to be attentive to.” So we have to be more than warm bodies taking
up space. We need to keep alert to listen and to learn. We need to let down the barriers and draw close to
our brothers and sisters _ “Fellowship” as Pastor Goodly would call it. We need to serve, each according
to their talents and abilities. Strangely, when we search persistently and prayerfully, we can nd that one
task for which we were especially equipped.
As I told Pastor Goodly, money is our easiest giving.
Copyright 1988 Parish Publications, Inc.
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Some Thoughts on Fasting from the Alfred Street Baptist Church Website…
WHAT IS FASTING?
As you prepare to embark on *Seek 2022, you may be shocked to nd out that scripture
does not require Christians to fast. You might ask yourself, if scripture doesn’t require us to
fast then why should we? While scripture does not require Christians to fast, scripture does
reveal the importance of fasting. In the Old Testament, fasts were frequently called forth by
leaders of a congregation during critical and despairing times (Jeremiah 26:9, Joel 1:14,
Daniel 1:8). In the New Testament, Jesus’ earthly ministry is preceded by 40 days of prayer
and fasting (Matthew 4). Likewise, in the early church, Christians would couple prayer and
fasting as a means to hear from God, especially before making important decisions (Acts
13:2; 14:23). Fasting is an opportunity for Christians to practice the fruit of self-discipline, by
abstaining from personal pleasure and xing their entire attention on God. Although many
people will choose to abstain from food during their fast, food is not the only means of
fasting. Believers can choose to abstain from anything that can potentially serve as a
distraction in their pursuit of seeking God.
HOW TO FAST?
Before embarking on a fast, participants should prepare themselves mentally, physically,
and spiritually. Keep in mind that fasting is not a form of dieting, and all participants should
consult their primary care physicians before making any changes to their diet. We also
suggest preparing your meals in advance, in order to maximize and focus your time and
energy. Remember, the objective of fasting is not only to eliminate things from your daily
routine, but also to replace them with prayer. If you usually eat breakfast at a certain time of
the day, spend that time in prayer instead. If you normally watch TV when you get home
from work, consider replacing that activity with reading the word of God. As you fast, it is
important to be consistent. However, if you break your fast by accident or even miss a few
days, don’t beat yourself up or give up. Rather, get right back to your fasting objectives.
Remember, the objective isn’t to be perfect, the objective is to be transformed.
* Seek 2022 was Alfred Street’s 21 day church-wide fast which began on January 10, 2022. Over 6,000
people covenanted with each other to fast and pray. Prayer was led by the Pastor every morning at 7:00
a.m. and was shared via conference call with approximately 2,000 people…not all of whom belonged to
Alfred Street. Additionally there was a SEEK Devotional Journal with Fast Instructions, Bible Verses that
were the sources of the written meditations by the Assistant and Associate Ministers, and Pastoral Interns,
as well as opportunities for journaling.
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Our Known Sick and Shut in are:
Dr. K. Wesley Alford
Ms. Joyce Allen
Mr. George Beach
Dea. Robert Berkley
Mrs. Luvonia Biven
Mrs. Norma Birckett
Mrs. Edna Bolden
Mrs. Mary Bush
Mrs. Ann Casey
Trustee Em. Rubin Collins
Mrs. Evelyn Collins

Mrs. Jennie Robinson
Mr. Warren Russell
Mrs. Dorothy Wint-Ryan
Miss Aileen Scroggins
Mr. Richard Smith
Mrs. Beulah Steward
Deacon Eugene Thompson
Ms. Maxine Tucker
Mrs. Hazel Turner
Ms. Alice Whitaker
Ms. Saundra White
Mrs. Ellen Williams
Mrs. Mae Williams
Mrs. Catherine Willie
Ms. Audrey Wright
Nursing Home and
Rehabilitation Residents
Mrs. Pearl Montgomery
Mr. Christopher Roberts
Mrs. Ludell Roberts
Mrs. Dorothy Allen

Mrs. Claudia Cuyler
Mrs. Juanita Dade
Mrs. Carol Daley
Trustee Em. Sidney Estes
Mrs. Liller Green
Mrs. Brenda Hinson
Mrs. Barbara Hutchinson
Mrs. Christina Pleasants Johnson
Mrs. Jacqueline Johnson
Mr. James & Mrs. Patricia Lomax

Ms. Ellen Corbett
Deacon Em. William Ballou, Jr.
Mr. Albert Jackson
Ms. Keisha Way
Mr. Leonard Carter
Ms. Dolores Bouldin
Mrs. Virginia Thomas
Prayer Requests
The Mack Family
The Conway Family
Reverend Dr. Jules Smith
Rev. Ida Smith
Ms. Linda Lawrence
Mr. Kevin Barlow
Ms. Karen Beyers
Mr. Eugene Beyers
Ms. Joanne Evans
Ms. Shyolanda Nichols-Brown
Ms. Juan Claibourne
Aeesha Butts
Teesha Butts

Mr. Marlow & Mrs. Jacqueline
Marshall
Mr. Ras Mayo
Ms. Celesta McLean
Mrs. B. Helene Morris
Mr. James Napoleon
Mr. Joseph Norman

Mr. Rudolph Norman
Mrs. Florence Palmer
Ms. Simone Perry
Mrs. Ida Reeder

Janey Martin
Robert Corbett
Ms. Elizabeth Corbett
Mrs. Helena Dennis
Mr. Willie Evans
Mrs. Parthenia Garden
Mr. Christopher Vinson
Ms. Yvonne Love
Mrs. Florence Lucas
Mr. Robert Lucas
Mrs. Dorothy Ripley
Mr. Roger Lee Jenkins
Ms. Yolanda Bailey
The Moody Family
Ms. Alice Vaughan
Mrs. Vira Dennis
Mr. Vito Scutti
Ms. Matilda Simmons
Mr. Landon Whitby
Family of Randolph Malachi

We encourage members to call the Church Office when they are hospitalize and or sick.
Both the Church Clerk and the Office Secretary need that information. The number is
215-438-3215.
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February Calendar
* Birthday

** Anniversary
B 03

Michael Benton

B 05

Mrs. Jessie Birtha

***Memorial

M 06 Francena A. Lee
M 07 Mrs. Elizabeth George
B 07

Myrna A. Pinkett

B 07

Karla Chester-Kerr

B 10

Marcia Lusakweno

B 10

Roxanne Harris

M 12 Beatrice B. Robinson
B 12

Humphrey G. Jones, Jr.

B 13

M. Suzanne A. Hodges

B 17

Nevaeh Thompson

B 18

Michelle McQuillan Thomas

B 18

Carolyn McQuillan

M 18 Nancy E. Pinkett
M 19 Glenwood R. Diggs, Sr.
M 19 Marilyn Henry
M 21 Martha Reed
B 23

Gloria Branch

B 23

Ivan Lusakweno

B 25

Terrace A. Diarra

B 26

Keith R. Jackson

B 27

Rev. Keith L. Hodges

16 Vance
M 28 Jane

