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The Grace Beacon
“ See what great love the Father has lavished
on us, that we should be called children of
God! And that is what we are!”
1 John 3:1

NLT

They will know we are Christians by our love….
“It’s The Most Wonderful Time of the
Year - It’s The Most Wonderful Time of
The Year”
Greetings and Holiday Pleasantries to
all!
It is such a wonderful time to take this opportunity to wish you all once
again a magical and festive holiday season. This season is certainly a happy
time for many, but it is also a heavy time as we re ect on the lives of loved
ones whom we may have had to say good-by to many years or a few months
ago. We also are reminded of those moments with parents and grandparents
as we re ect upon those times of goodness and gladness. Through it all, we
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praise and thank God for God’s wisdom and the opportunity to have sanctuary
with one another.
To all who are celebrating a birthday and or an anniversary during this month,
we send and say with huge celebration – CONGRATULATIONS!
If you have not had the time to focus on the outside of our church building we
invite you to do so. We have on display a “Season of Grace” banner to remind all
of us and our neighbors of the special events for the holiday season as we seek
to celebrate the birth of Christ, not only with the congregation, but also with the
community. We are so looking forward to the many things that are posted on the
banner. One in particular is having the chance to sing and do some caroling with
members and hopefully community partners. LET IT SNOW, LET IT SNOW, LET IT
SNOW. I don’t know about you, but I surely hope it snows during the time of our
caroling. Bundle up and come join us. Snow, lightly falling, will make the evening
that much more beautiful! However, make sure you take the time to look at what
we have and will engage in for this holiday season.
We remember and salute the lives of all of the members of Grace Baptist
Church who have moved on from these dusty shores of time. Let us not forget
the legacy, life and love that they have shown us and the legacy left behind for us
to carry on. “WELL DONE THOU GOOD AND FAITHFUL SERVANTS!”
On behalf of myself, and the Buck Family, along with the entire leadership of
the Grace Baptist Church of Germantown, we wish you a MERRY CHRISTMAS
and a HAPPY NEW YEAR.
Pax Vobiscum,
Rev. Dr. J. Henry Buck, Jr.
Senior Pastor
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Lately, many of my daily morning meditations have
focused on struggles we have as Christians in our
“post-modern” world. We struggle with them here
at Grace and, in all probablity, many of the
churches in Philadelphia are having similar
struggles. Church attendance is at an alarming
low across the United States. We see the effects of
it all around us. I sent out invitations to ninety churches to join us for our
Communty of Faith Caroling on December 19. Would you believe that I have
received return mail saying that the church is vacant or no longer exists? Churches
are shutting their doors and former edifices are being converted to apartments,
restaurants and “event spaces.” How well these establishments are meeting the
needs of the community is questionable in the face of the moral crisis going on
here in Philadelphia. Hunger, homelessness, and violence thrive in the very
neighborhoods that have been targeted for the “revitalization.”
Then too, we are in the midst of what seems to be a never ending pandemic.
There seems to be a new variant every six months or so that forces us to struggle
with whether or not it is even safe to come to worship and fellowship together!
But fellowship is so necessary for our individual and collective growth.
Hebrews 10: 24-25 emphasizes the importance of our coming together as a
household of Faith. It says
“And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works not
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another
and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.”
We come together not only to worship our God, but also for one another. When
our children ask us “Why go to church?,” we need to tell them, as one old preacher
said “We go to church for other people because someone may need you there.”
We know that God doesn’t NEED any of us to do His will, but He readily uses usour hands, feet, hearts and minds to do His will when we yield ourselves to Him.
We come to church to worship Him, first and foremost, but also to encourage the
body of believers that is His Church.
This morning’s meditation was based on Psalm 133. You know that one…it’s one
of the short Psalms that is often quoted from memory.

:	
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“How good and pleasant it is
when God’s people live together in unity!
It is like precious oil poured on the head,
running down on the beard,
running down on Aaron’s beard,
down on the collar of his robe.
It is as if the dew of Hermon
were falling on Mount Zion.
For there the Lord bestows his blessing,
even life forevermore.” Psalm 133 -NIV
When I studied that Psalm this morning, it is evident that unity among God’s
people is a rich blessing. It is vital and life renewing. It is given and blessed by
God. The oil which was poured on Aaron was the oil of consecration which had
been set aside for no other use than to anoint the chief priest. If our unity is
being compared to that precious oinment, then we must strive to preserve it, for
it is a public display that marks each of us as a child of God!
God calls us to love one another as His children in ways that cut across our
differences. The Church is composed of Christians, young and old, and we must
love them all if we are to live in unity. The young, the next generation, contribute
new ideas and creativity that helps to grow our shared faith walk. The old have
the wisdom and experience life and God have given them and, shared in
thoughtful ways, these things can enrich the lives of the young and further the
kingdom of God.
The need for unity is recognized in every culture. An Irish proverb says “There
is no strength without unity.” An Ethiopian Proverb get much more visual:
“When spiders unite, they can tie down a lion.” Several secular adages come to
mind when I think of unity…“A house divided against itself cannot stand.” “So
powerful is the light of unity that it can illuminate the whole earth.” “Where there
is unity, there is strength. But where there is division there is weakness.” Yes,
we are indivuals with different mindsets and yes, there may be matters about
which we disagree, but what does the Bible tell us to do in these instances? Look
at Ephesians 4:1-32. Here are verses 1-7. Read the rest of it when you have time.
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“I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy
of the calling to which you have been called, 2 with all humility and
gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 eager to
maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body
and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to
your call 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and Father of all,
who is over all and through all and in all. 7 But grace was given to each one
of us according to the measure of Christ's gift.”
Let us be aware and on guard against the wiles of the enemy as he tries to
strew confusion where there should be unity. “For God is not the author of
confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints.” 1 Corinthians 14:33
When the people of God struggle with one another, there are good things
that they are not doing or enjoying, no matter who is doing the leading! And,
there is but one leader that has been ordained of God to follow God’s lead.
What are we looking for in God’s church in 2022? Are we just looking for
“motion” in the church or are we looking for growth? We want the church to
grow in spirituality and faith? We want our church to follow Jesus better? What
are you ready to do to help that growth? How will you contribute to it? The
church is Pastor AND People serving God TOGETHER IN UNITY.
Especially in this time when we commemorate the birth of our Risen Lord
and Savior, let us show God’s love to the world. Let us walk together in unity,
Grace, for they will know we are Christians by our love.
We are looking forward to celebrating Jesus in our Advent activities. Please
join us. Wear your masks and observe “social distancing” ( I hate that term!),
but come let us worship the Lord. Grace is OPEN!
Plese keep our sick, shut in, bereaved, incarcerated and those suffering in
any way, in prayer.
Our Known Sick and Shut-Ins are:

 	

 		

 		

 		

 		

Mr. James & Mrs. Patricia Lomax
Mr. Marlow & Mrs. Jacqueline
Marshall
Mr. Ras Mayo
Ms. Celesta McLean
Mrs. B. Helene Morris
Mr. Joseph Norman
Mr. Rudolph Norman
Mrs. Florence Palmer
Ms. Simone Perry

 			

Mrs. Evelyn Collins
Mrs. Claudia Cuyler
Mrs. Juanita Dade
Mrs. Carol Daley
Trustee Em. Sidney Estes
Mrs. Liller Green
Mrs. Brenda Hinson
Mrs. Barbara Hutchinson
Mrs. Christina Pleasants Johnson
Mrs. Jacqueline Johnson
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Dr. K. Wesley Alford
Ms. Joyce Allen
Mr. George Beach
Dea. Robert Berkley
Mrs. Luvonia Biven
Mrs. Norma Birckett
Mrs. Edna Bolden
Mrs. Mary Bush
Mrs. Ann Casey
Trustee Em. Rubin Collins
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Mrs. Ida Reeder
Mrs. Dorothy Wint-Ryan
Miss Aileen Scroggins
Mr. Richard Smith
Mrs. Beulah Steward
Ms. Maxine Tucker
Mrs. Hazel Turner
Ms. Alice Whitaker
Ms. Saundra White
Mrs. Ellen Williams
Mrs. Mae Williams
Mrs. Catherine Willie
Ms. Audrey Wright
Nursing Home and
Rehabilitation Residents
Mrs. Pearl Montgomery
Mr. Christopher Roerts
Mrs. Ludell Roberts
Mrs. Dorothy Allen
Ms. Ellen Corbett
Deacon Em. William Ballou, Jr.
Mr. Albert Jackson
Ms. Keisha Way

Mr. Lenord Carter
Ms. Dolores Bouldin
Mrs. Virginia Thomas
Prayer Requests
The Mack Family
The Conway Family
Reverend Dr. Jules Smith
Rev. Ida Smith
Ms. Linda Lawrence
Mr. Kevin Barlow
Ms. Karen Beyers
Mr. Eugene Beyers
Ms. Joanne Evans
Ms. Shyolanda Nichols-Brown
Ms. Juan Claibourne
Aeesha Butts
Teesha Butts
Janey Martin
Robert Corbett
Ms. Elizabeth Corbett
Mrs. Helena Dennis
Mr. Willie Evans
Mrs. Parthenia Garden
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Mr. Christopher Vinson
Ms. Yvonne Love
Mrs. Florence Lucas
Mr. Robert Lucas
Mrs. Dorothy Ripley
Mr. Roger Lee Jenkins
Ms. Yolanda Bailey
The Moody Family
Ms. Alice Vaughan
Mrs. Vira Dennis
Mr. Vito Scutti
Ms. Matilda Simmons
Mr. Landon Whitby

Peace,
Sandi J

Men At Work …Building God’s Kingdom
The Men's Ministry of Grace will have a Christmas outreach to men
within the Philadelphia community. We ask that the men of Grace
consider making a monetary donation to the church towards this effort.
money that is collected will be presented to the following shelters:

The

Sunday Breakfast Rescue Mission
Whosoever Gospel Mission
Covenant House
Please make your donation by December 19, 2021 to Grace and indicate it is for
the "Men's Ministry Christmas Giving". The Men's Ministry would like to
present each shelter with a donation during the week of Christmas. Although this
is a Men's Ministry outreach, all members are welcome to contribute.
Thank you in advance for your support.
Peter J. Custis
President, Men's Ministry
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Christmas Projects for December 2021
“And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’”
Matthew 25:40 ESV

As we look forward to our celebration of the birth of our Savior, what better time than now to give
as God has given to us?! He sent His Son to die, that we might live. What an unmatchable gift!
We have two Christmas Projects this year:
1.
The “Christmas Project”- During the month of November, you are invited to contribute
whatever you wish to this project which will actually fund the events of our “Grace For the
Holidays” activities…beginning with our
gifts to the sick and shut-ins during
Thanksgiving. If you are an “online giver”
you will find a space in the giving menu
entitled “Christmas Project”.
If you are
mailing in your gift or dropping it in the
Each Day Add an item to a box. on Christmas Eve, we will outside mailbox or attending in person,
donate those Boxes to needy Families in our community! please be sure to
to label your gift
“Christmas Project.”
2.

We need 25 ministries, individuals or
families to join
us in our
R e v e r s e
A d v e n t
Calendar Food
Drive during
the month of
December.
If you or
your ministry
would like to
be one of the
t we n t y - f i ve,
please call the
church to register. If you know of a family
who is
truly in need, please call the
church, and give Mrs. Taylor, Ms. Mintz or
Sandi Johnson their information. (Name,
address, telephone number and whatever
is pertinent). We will have empty boxes
available at church beginning November
28th.
Let us honor God by renewing our
committment to love one another…
Whether we know them or not.
“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, "I was a
stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in
prison and you came to visit me. ..”Matthew 25: 31-40
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Have you seen our Sanctuary? It is beautifully decorated with poinsettia (live and artificial),
candles, lights and garland. From the altar to the Narthex, from the entrance doors to the
balcony, a troupe of merry decorators spent hours giving their time and creativity to making
sure that God’s house looked festive as we draw near to the time when we celebrate the
Nativity. Many, many thanks to the following for your beautiful work!
Mrs. Diane Bates
Mrs. Priscilla Custis
Ms. Gale Gray ( who gave us her help earlier in the week.)
Ms. Sandi Johnson
Mrs. Caroline Kellem
Mrs. Karla Chester-Kerr
Ms. Darlene Mintz
Mrs. Diane Satterthwaite
Mrs. Evangeline Williams
Mrs. Gloria Williams
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ADVENT REVERSE CALENDAR FOOD BOXES
We are asking that all boxes be brought to Grace by December 20, 2021.
We will distribute boxes on December 21 and December 22
between 10:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. on a first come, first served basis.
If you or someone you know needs a box, please call the church and leave
your name. We would like to have enough boxes for those who need them
so please register with the church office at 215-438-3215 or Mrs. Highsmith
at 215 848-2700

Coming In the New Year…

“Children are a heritage from the LORD, offspring a reward from him.”Psalm127: 3
“Train up a child in the way he should go,
Even when he is old he will not depart from it.” Proverbs 22:6
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O, Come, Let Us Adore Him…
Christ The Lord!
Come Join Us In
A Community of Faith Outdoor Candlelight
Carol Sing!

Sunday , December 19, 2021
All are Welcome!
Bring your chair and
5:00 PM

You don’t have to be a
choir member…you just
need to want to sing
praises for the God’s Gift
of His Son… or want to
enjoy the beauty of many
voices praising God!

dress warmly! We
will provide the
candles !

Grace Baptist Church of Germantown
25 W. Johnson Street
Philadelphia, PA 19144
Dr. J. Henry Buck, Jr., Senior Pastor
The Rain Date for this event is the first
day of Winter, December 21st.
If it
snows, let’s carol in the snow! Won’t
that be an awesome sight?!
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The Drama Ministry of Grace Baptist Church of
Germantown invites you to join us at 7:00 p.m.
on December 24, 2021 for the
Annual Christmas Eve Worship Service.

It is a riot! You are sure to have a chuckle
or maybe even a sidesplitting guffaw, but the
message is there in a new way.
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*Birthda

**Anniversar

***Memorial

B0

John R. Custis, II

B0

Liller Gree

B0

Felica Wallace Bento

B0

Priscilla Custi

B0

Vera Graha

B0

Brenda G. Norma

M0

Verna Overto

B0

Brian Wallac

B1

Alice Mae Whitake

B1

Aimira Diarr

B1

Solomon Diarr

B1

Lavida White-Royste

M1

James Dunca

B1

Nannie Paig

M1

Olivia S. Este

B1

James S. Field

B2

Kris Garriso

B2

Sheri L. Digg

A2

Don Jose´ & Dolores Stoval

B2

Brook Lynn Hickenbotto

M2

Lorraine F. Taylo

B2

Tiffany M. Field

B2

Sydney Alexis Gand

B2

William McQuillan, Sr

B2

Deja Imani Grif

M3

James F. Scott, II

B3

Maxine H. Tucker
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