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THE GRACE BEACON
A Salute To Women Of Grace
Greetings From The Senior Pastor
Greetings in the name of the one who was, the one who is and the
one who surely to come again. I greet you in the name of Jesus.
As we are thawing out from this deep freeze we certainly thank
God that we can see the changing of the seasons happening. This
represents so many things on the home front for so many people, but for
us as Christians it represents the “Lenten” Season. Lent is the time
when we recognize, over the next 40 days of our life, the journey of Reverend Dr. J. Henry Buck, Jr.
Senior Pastor
and with Jesus. It is the time in which we are called to understand
the suffering, fasting, almsgiving and also the unconditional love that
God demonstrated towards us as Jesus was tempted by Satan. What
would have happened if Christ had given in during the tempting in the book of Matthew? We
don’t even want to know; for it is in this notion that we are grateful that there are blessings
that we don’t understand, but yet are beneficiaries of Gods’ will. I pray that you all will have
a wonderful Lenten Journey – A New Season in Christ.
To all the Heroes and She-Roes, sung and unsung in the month of February when we
celebrated Black History month, we are grateful for your contribution not only to our culture,
but also to our society. Our fight is not over, but we certainly give God praise for how He has
brought us “Out of Darkness and into His Marvelous Light”. As we are celebrating the
phenomenal people in this congregation, I would also like for us to reflect upon those who
sat many years ago on the Kaiser Estate to wonder what would God do with such a mission
as Grace. The history of the Black Church has stood and will forever stand as the prophetic
voice in a society that is being steered in the opposite direction of righteousness. We were not
made to fit in and we were not called to quietness. We are the children of God, created in his
image to do good works. So, let us continue to do the work the works of Him of created us
because when night time comes, no man can work.
Calling All Actors!!!!! Calling All Actors!!!!! The Aikan School of Acting is offering
youth and adult classes for acting in our local area. I share this because Jaida is a student in
the school and has been cast in several extra opportunities with more opportunities coming.
As a congregation of people, I certainly believe that there are those angels among us who
have the gift to act and play out written narratives before us. After all, we are living a live
narrative in life through the word of God. If you are interested please contact Pastor or you
can contact the school directly at Aikanacts.org or you can call at 215-324-0632.
Let us continue on this Lenten Journey realizing that a New Season is on the way.
Rev. J. Henry Buck, Jr.
Senior Pastor
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At the age of two, Liller began attending a one-room
schoolhouse in Athens, Georgia with her sister Irma. It was under
the watchful eye of Mrs. Rosabelle Strickland, a Spelman
graduate, that Liller learned to read and discovered her lifelong
love for learning. They alternated play periods with blocks of
teaching time and completed the first grade curriculum before
school age and were fully prepared for school.
While in middle school, Liller began giving dramatic
presentations and was often asked to do recitals in churches in
the area. Liller excelled in school, graduating with high honors
from the South Philadelphia High School for Girls in 1946. After
working two years to help pay for college, she entered Morgan
State College in Baltimore, Maryland. She made friendships then
that remain strong today. Liller graduated from Morgan with
honors (magna cum laude) in 1951. She received a full scholarship for graduate study from
the Grand Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority and received her M.S.S. Degree from Bryn
Mawr College.
William Green received his Master’s Degree in Education from the University of
Pennsylvania. Although William C. Green had seen Liller on Morgan’s campus, it wasn’t until
they saw each other at an alumni meeting in Philadelphia that they fell in love and decided to
marry. On June 21, 1952, they married at Tasker Street Baptist Church. After moving to
Germantown, they joined Grace Baptist Church of Germantown the same year, and he
remained a member until his death. Mrs. Green is still a member today. They both loved
working with young people – he in the field of education and she as a psychiatric Social
Worker who helped troubled families.
Liller along with her husband, the late William C. Green, founded Ivy Leaf School in
Philadelphia, PA in 1965 when she could not find an academic pre-school that was similar to
the one of her childhood, for her three-year-old daughter, Pam. It was the first AfricanAmerican, private academic school established and licensed under the Pennsylvania Private
Academic School Board.
The Greens trusted God that their pre-school would offer children the best in academic
and social development. Liller believed the value for Ivy Leaf School had been to provide a
place for our children. God wanted us to have a place for our children where:
There would be no discrimination.
They could bloom like flowers – soar like eagles – learn to do the impossible.
Pre-school children were taught to read, when experts said they could not learn to
read.
African American boys and girls could become Leaders when others said we could not
lead.
African American boys and girls could learn to achieve when others said we could not
achieve.
Our African American children could learn about their heritage.
They could develop pride and self-confidence.
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The Ivy Leaf School name was chosen because the original building was surrounded by
ivy plants, and “Ivy League” schools were the most elite citadels of higher learning among
colleges and universities. Under her guidance, the Ivy Leaf School in Philadelphia became one
of the largest African American independent schools in the nation. At its prime, Ivy Leaf
swelled to more than 800 students and 4 buildings across Philadelphia.
Many leaders, educators and journalists visited the school. In 1995, Governor Ridge toured
and hailed it as an example of the future of education, of combining a good education with
entrepreneurship and parent involvement. On December 9, 2002, Bill Cosby visited Ivy Leaf
with two gifts. He gave a speech that captivated the 4th through 8th graders and loaned his
Presidential Medal to the archives room of the school.
Recording artist Patti LaBelle called it her special Black History Month present after
being honored by the Ivy Leaf School in East Oak Lane on Thursday, February 3, 2003. In her
message to the students, she said “You give me chills and thrills as I remember when I went
to school. My school was not this beautiful or organized. I didn’t have the goals that you
have. It’s nice to see a wonderful example of our future. I am so proud of you. I just wanted
to tell you to believe in yourselves and what you do, because God is good”.
Recognition of the school’s success came from local and national media. Articles
appeared in prestigious national publications – such as The New York Times, The Wall Street
Journal, Christian Science Monitor, and U.S. News and World Report – many local
newspapers and magazines – including The Philadelphia Inquirer, The New Observer, and
The Leader – and television broadcasts, such as Eleanor Jean Henley’s City Lights, Pat
Robertson’s 700 Club and Captain Kangaroo.
Ivy Leaf School served the community admirably for 43 years. However, with the
growth of Charter schools, Catholic and Private school enrollment decreased. Ivy Leaf School
was similarly affected and closed in 2008.
Mrs. Green is a proud member of The Philadelphia Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma
Theta Sorority Inc. In 1991, Soror Liller Green received the Philadelphia Alumnae Chapter’s
Sadie T.M. Alexander award for her “dedication to community service” at the annual May
Week celebration. While watching the awarding of scholarships to outstanding high school
seniors at that celebration, she was inspired to establish a scholarship endowment fund that
would provide scholarships for the Sorority annually.
A devoted member of Grace Baptist Church of Germantown for over 53 years, She was
the Director of the Youth Training Union (BTU) for 18 years, Chairperson of Eastern Baptist
Congress of Christian Education (Spring Retreat) a member of the Deaconess Board, Co-Chair
of Grace Baptist Church Community Center Committee , a member of the Courtesy Club and
Bessie Campbell Ushers.
Mrs. Green is a former Sponsor of the Philadelphia Teen Twigs National Organization
set up for the perpetuation of the highest physical, social, spiritual, and cultural ideas of
school age children and young adults. She served as Chairperson of the 1982 and 1984
Jabberwock presented by The Philadelphia Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority
(a public service Sorority) and served on the National Program Planning and Development
Committee of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. 2000 - 2004.
Mrs. Green is listed in Who’s Who Among Black Americans. In addition to at least 14
other honors, Mrs Green received the Richard Allen Award for Total Commitment to
Educating Black Children at the Highest Level and Continued Expansion of Black Educational
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Facility in the City of Philadelphia and the Martin Luther King Drum Major for Educational
Justice Award – 1997.

D

eacon Candace Matthews-Bass

is strongly committed to developing
others, both in individual goals as well as artistically. Candace has made her gift of
communication through advocating, teaching and mentorship her life and career.
Down parallel paths of dance and human development, Candace is
blessed to serve others in both capacities.
Candace began dance training at the Diane Matthews
School of Dance Arts at age 6. For 16 years she studied ballet, tap,
modern jazz and tumbling. Candace continued dancing while she
attended Drexel University as a performer and choreographer with
the Drexel University Dance Ensemble as well as the captain of
Drexel’s first university dance team.
The beginning of her career in human service would be
initiated during college with 2 years of experience in case
management and outreach with underserved populations
throughout the Delaware Valley. Candace graduated Drexel
University with a Bachelor’s of Science in psychology.
Candace’s professional career in dance includes two seasons with Body Language
Dance Company as well as a featured performer in Freedom Theatre’s Alkynza Dance
production. She additionally has been a member of West Chester Dance Works for over 20
years, both as principle dancer and corps performer. Candace’s most notable credit includes
being featured in the original production, Rachel Harris: One Woman Over the Line which ran
for 4 years. Additionally, Candace directs and choreographs for West Chester Dance Works’
Dance Team, DM Dance Machine, and assists in artistic direction alongside of Diane
Matthews, Artistic Director. Through West Chester Dance Works, Candace has helped design
and facilitate workshops and performances for community settings, perform and choreograph
for local festivals and provide training for developing dancers, age 9 through adult. Other
credits include performances in various venues in the Greater Philadelphia Area including the
Wachovia Center, Painted Bride, the Philadelphia Art Museum and several colleges and
universities. Candace has also enjoyed teaching Modern Jazz and Hip Hop to dancing school
students aged 7 and up for over 20 years.
Following a year as an Americorps volunteer, the opportunity to join a brand new
program in workforce development was introduced. It would be through Philabundance, and
the development of the Philabundance Community Kitchen (PCK) that Candace’s career
would change trajectories. Through a part-time
entry-level position, the community kitchen would
offer program and leadership development
experience to enable Candace’s growth as a servant
leader. This role enabled the ability to serve
Philadelphia residents, pressing through difficult
circumstances, in changing their lives through
support and employment opportunities for over 20
years alongside a team of talented and passionate
colleagues. During her tenure, milestones include:
Grace Beacon, March 2021
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graduating over 900 students; transitioning the program in size and scope in 3 different
locations; growing the program to national recognition among the Feeding America and
Catalyst Kitchen’s networks; providing programming expertise and consultancies to more
than 20 developing programs across the country; local, state and national media coverage
including press, radio, local television and a feature on the former ABC show “The Chew”,
and leadership in transitioning PCK to a newly constructed $12 million, state-of-the-art
facility in the heart of North Philadelphia. While Candace is very humbled by these
accomplishments, the work continues.
As Candace’s dance life has continued, church presented an opportunity to combine
her skills and passion for dance with ministry. Candace became the choreographer and artistic
coordinator of the first formal praise dance ministry, Expressions of Praise, under the
leadership of Rev. Dr. G. Daniel Jones in 2003 at
the Grace Baptist Church of Germantown. Blessed
with a small group of peer leaders, Candace
teaches and develops choreography, costuming and
music selection for this intergenerational praise
dance ministry with dancers ages 9 to 70. This
group has ministered from Philadelphia to Virginia
celebrating God’s promises through dance
excellence at local events, special services,
conferences and retreats for over 15 years.
Especially following the completion of her
Master of Arts degree in Urban Studies, Candace
knows God has been blessing her and enabling the
talents, energy and strength necessary to balance
these roles with being a wife to her husband Larry
and mother of two (Kiara and Larry, Jr.); the most important calls on her life. As a believer it
is each person’s responsibility to serve others as Christ did, and to love your neighbor as
yourself. Candace works everyday to honor God through these principles at work, church and
home.

R

ev. Dianne Faust

is an Associate Minister in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania at the
historic Grace Baptist Church of Germantown, where she preaches the gospel of
Christ and leads a ministry of presence within the Mt. Airy section of the City. Rev.
Faust is a graduate of Payne Theological Seminary (Ohio), with a
Masters of Divinity. She is a past Fellow of The Center for Public
Justice, an initiative of Sacred Sector. Rev. Faust has entered into a
Doctoral program at the United Lutheran Seminary in Philadelphia.
With regards to her calling in Pastoral Care, Rev. Faust’s goals are to
"ensure that clergy are equipped with tools to help serve those in
their congregation with something supplemental to what she calls
“God-talk”, such as resources related to housing, health, food,
education, and employment. "I feel we as Clergy are not meeting the
needs of many who sit among us on Sunday," Rev. Faust said. A
significant part of Rev Faust life has been dedicated to church
ministry.
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Community engagement is the single most important phrase for Rev. Faust
ministry since she is embarking on a vocational journey to explore areas beyond the
walls of a church, answering the call to engage more deeply as a political disciple and
setup systems in the 21st century church. Rev. Faust uses her experience in real estate and
seminary to help faith-based organizations to become equipped for community
engagement.
Most recently faith, hope, love and concern propel Rev. Faust to engage in
immediate circumstances that services citizenship. To prepare for the PPE loan forgiveness
program Rev. Faust assembled clergy and business leaders on a National Conference call
to hear from leaders in Washington, DC on how to prepare for receiving the first-round
of relief benefits. Amid COVID-19, Rev. Faust has connected church leaders to resources,
including two webinars with FDA advisory panelist, Dr. Oveta Fuller. In her earlier
webinar she shared how to prepare congregations and sanctuaries for the realities of a
coronavirus world. Most recently in Dr Fuller’s webinar she and several Physicians and
microbiologist shared with faith leaders how the virus interacts with the two approved
emergency use vaccines Moderna and Pfizer. She also shifted the trajectory to relevant
ministry systems in light of COVID-19 and mental stresses. Rev. Faust created a plan for
a 55 plus Zoom ministry that address the needs of COVID lockdown and mental health in
seniors that can be used throughout the church community. Because of her concern for
community. Rev. Faust has written a 75-page thesis on “Preventive Measures: Gateways to
Better Health in African American Communities. April 2020” It provides a roadmap on
how religious leaders can become useful gateways, through which science-focused
advances for healthy living can move into wider implementation, for the well-being of
African Americans.
In addition, Rev. Faust has presented on an implementation for “Shifting Culture
and Mission Planning. August 2020” It focuses on the direction churches are heading, and
the decline in membership of once robust packed churches. The plan outlines historical,
biblical, theological and practical procedures to follow in increasing discipleship.
During her many years of commitment to ministry, Rev. Faust has held positions of
Trustee, Financial Officer, Class Leader, Comfort Care Supporter, Bible Study Teacher,
Vacation Bible School Organizer, and Organized Lay Leader. Rev. Faust’s passion in her
spare time has been in real estate, and as an investor rehabbing property for over 30
years. She uses her experience in seminary, real estate, and her skillset in non-profit
Faith-Based Organizations to link biblical principles that heals and bring fractured
communities together. She is an active member of the Samuel Dewitt Proctor Conference,
and alumnus of Payne Theological Seminary.
As a public servant, her Philanthropy consists for the good of increasing the
quality of life in her beloved community. To promote human welfare, she has generously
contributed to Payne Theological Seminary Scholarship Fund, Cooper Medical School,
the Jeremiah Wright’s academic chair at United Lutheran Seminary, Healing
Communities, USA, and Broad Street Ministry, as well as many others.
She is married to Atty. William J. Faust, II who specializing in personal injury, and
together they have five children. Dr. Jessica Richmond, Nayshawna Harris, Lei Samuel,
William J. Faust, III, and Dr. Andrea Asomani.
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eacon Sandie Jordan Gordon

was born and raised in the Mount Airy
section of Philadelphia. She is a shining example of our city’s public school
system. She attended Berean Institute and later received her Bachelor’s Degree
from Antioch University and her Master’s from Temple U.
Sandie is a retired Special Education Teacher.
She began attending Grace at the age of 4 and has
been a member over 50 years. Sandie has always been active
beginning with the Sunday School, Vacation Bible School and
the Brownies. She continued in scouting until High School.
Eventually she became the Leader of the Senior Girl Scout
Troop for several years. Deacon Sandie sang on the Chancel
Choir and was also an Usher. Along with her late husband
Deacon James K. Gordon, they sponsored the Golden Eagle
Ushers for 30 plus years. In In addition to her duties on the
Diaconate, Sandie is a member of the theatrical Drama Guild, the Seasoned Division of
the Expressions of Praise Dance Ensemble, Monday/Tuesday Bible Study Class, The
Women’s Retreat Ministry and the Friday Community Center Food Packers.
Recently Deacon Jordan-Gordon returned from a 17-day Missionary Field Trip in
Jinja and Kampala, Uganda making her one of the first Missionaries from Grace to travel
to a foreign continent for the sole purpose of missions. While there she helped distribute
pillowcase dresses made by the American Baptist Women of Grace to children in
surrounding and very remote villages, participated in worship services and she addressed
a group of middle school girls encouraging them to continue their education so that they
would be empowered and able to make a difference in their country trusting and
believing with God all things are possible. (Matthew 19:29). Deacon Sandie hopes to
recruit more church members to return with her to Uganda and keep the donations and
dresses coming.

N

annie Saunders Paige,

daughter of Susie, daughter of
Roberta, daughter of Malinda, daughter of Jane born into
enslavement in 1805, carries the DNA of the Fulani African
people from the past to present-day Nigeria.
Born in 1922 and raised in Tazewell County, Virginia, Nannie
graduated from Graham Colored High School. She attended HBCU
Bluefield State College for several years.
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She met Army man James E. Paige, Sr. while working at a shirt
factory in Roanoke, Virginia. They married and lived in her
hometown of Bluefield where three of their seven children were
born. The family immigrated to Philadelphia in the 1950’s. She
joined Grace in 1956 and was active in Sunday School, Vacation
Bible School, PTA and Courtesy Club.
Nannie worked alongside her husband and
children in Paige’s Take-Out, their deli and
neighborhood store, just a few blocks from
Grace. She’s always been an activist working to
make her community safer for all children.
Nannie grew to love walking with Grace friends in Valley Green
after retirement. Since the COVID-19 pandemic, she’s glad to see her
church family on Zoom and Facebook. She particularly misses the
Monday-Tuesday Bible Class, but says, “The Lord didn’t bring us this far
to leave us. My generation survived the Depression and diseases like polio. We will get
through this together.”

S

elena F. Gillespie

was born in Columbia, SC and is the middle child of five
siblings. Her parents instilled in them the love of God, family and a good education. All
five siblings graduated from a HBCU. Selena received her Degree
from Benedict College in Columbia, SC. During her professional
career, Selena was a social worker at Columbia Hospital, caseworker
for the Philadelphia Department of Public Assistance, and public
school teacher for the Philadelphia School District. Growing up music
was important to the family and she was always on the church and
school choirs. She and a friend sang “Blue Moon”, which was
televised on “The Mickey Mouse Club”.
Selena is a great seamstress and sewed clothes for her family and
friends, including her daughter’s wedding dress. After retirement, she
started organizing very exciting and successful trips. Selena’s first big
trip was a cross-country train adventure. Since then she has traveled
to Europe, Alaska and Australia.
Selena has been a member of Grace Baptist Church of Germantown since 1976. She
and her daughter Robin joined Grace together and a year later Linda joined Grace under the
Pastorship of Rev. Dr. Jeremiah Wright, Sr. Mrs. Louise Malachi and Miss Cheryl Johnson were
the two warm and smiling faces to welcome us into the Grace Family. Selena has served and
continues to serve God in many ministries.
During her first years at Grace she faithfully attended Mrs. Leona Wimbush’s Sunday
School and Bible study classes. She was soon asked by Deacon Howard to participate in the
teacher training classes to become a Sunday School teacher. She was a Sunday School teacher
in the Junior Department for many years. She was one of the Honorees recognized for
dedicated service during the Annual Teacher and Staff Appreciation Sunday. She also served
as a Bible school teacher for many years and more recently as an assistant teacher. Selena
wanted to volunteer with Ministries her daughters were active in, so she was the Business
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Manager for her daughter’s Girl Scout Troops and organized great trips and special events for
the girls. She accompanied the girls on numerous camping and
other special trips.The trip to Williamsburg VA was so exciting and
memorable for the girls because they all wanted to ride the Loch
Ness Monster Roller Coaster at Busch Gardens Amusement Park!
Selena was Grace Community Center Summer Camp
Teacher and later was nominated to be Camp Director and held the
position for over 10 years. The camp served between 50 to 60
energetic children each summer. The campers enjoyed an extensive
curriculum that included swimming, tennis, field trips, and visits
from the book and science mobiles.
Selena has used her gifts with Grace’s Leadership Development
Committee. She was appointed by Rev. Dr. G. Daniel Jones as
Grace’s trip Coordinator. Selena’s passion is organizing and
planning for the trips to the Lott Carey Convention annually.
President of the Women’s Guild which sponsors an annual fashion show and
Octogenarian-Nonagenarian-Centurion Luncheon, Selena believes serving is a natural way to
share the love and care of God. She is grateful to serve, knowing her gifts and talents help
make the world a better, kinder place. To God be the Glory!
Selena is married to her college sweetheart Robert F Gillespie and has two daughters,
Robin M. Gillespie and Linda G. Everett, M.D., son-in-law Chad C. Everett and one
granddaughter, Autumn Quinn Everett.
Affiliations:
AARP Chapter 280
Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority, Inc. Alpha ETA Sigma Chapter
Benedict College Alumni Association Philadelphia & Vicinity
Favorite Scripture: “This is the day that the Lord has made, we will rejoice and be glad in it.”
Psalm 118:24
Her favorite saying: Keep it moving : This too will pass.
She hopes to learn to swim one day and continue to use her God given gifts to help and
encourage others, especially young people.

A Note From The Editor
I certainly want to thank Ms. Inez Henry and others who suggested the women to be
featured this month. We are blessed to have many, many outstanding women in our
church family and we celebrate all their achievements this month. Hopefully many of their
stories will appear in future Beacons.
While church is closed, I am working from home with the list of e-mail addresses from
PowerChurch. If you know of church members who have emails, but haven’t received a
Beacon, it is because I don’t have their email address. If they send me the address, I will
send them a copy of the Beacon.
Meanwhile stay hopeful…and well. There’s a light at the end of the tunnel and it isn’t a
train!
SJ
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25 West Johnson St.
Philadelphia, PA19144
(215) 438-3215
(215) 848-2700
Community Center

Join Us for
Bible Study and
Prayer Meeting

Ralston My Way - NOW HIRING

Are you or someone you know a reliable person 18 yrs + that
can provide services to older adults in Northwest Philadelphia?
Older adults in our community need YOUR HELP with minor
home repairs, personal care, yard work, cleaning, odd jobs,
transportation and more.
Competitive Hourly Rates!
All personal protective equipment and training is provided to keep you and our members
safe from COVID-19.

THREE WAYS TO APPLY - Contact Eric Wilden
at ewilden@ralstonmyway.org, call 215-600-1196 or
https://ralstoncenter.org/job-openings/apply-online/
____________________________________________________

RALSTON MY WAY IS OPEN FOR BUSINESS!
CALL US TO SCHEDULE 215-525-5470
·
·
·
·

Home care, cleaning, meal preparation
Grocery shopping and delivery
Handyman repairs, yard work, odd jobs
Transportation and errands and MUCH MORE – ask us

Our caregivers are trained in accordance with CDC guidelines,
instructed on infection control and have the proper equipment needed
to keep you safe.
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Calling all Prayer Warriors!
Let’s start the day praying and slaying in the Army of the Lord. During
the 31 Days of Prayer, we are continually glorifying God and horrifying the
adversary. Join us each morning at 6:00 AM EST as we worship and
witness by praying and slaying, using the Word of the God! Remember, the
31 Days of Prayer is not limited to only women. ALL are welcome to
join!!!!

The prayer call on Wednesday, March 3, 2021 @ 6:00 AM EST
will be led by
Trustee Lunita Williams.
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